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They call it Mulberry House. 
It is a majestic white giant of a 
home, named for the street it inhabits. It 
has recently been acquired by a band of 
disciples from Cedarville University for 
the purpose of living together in Chris-
tian community. Their aim is to plant a 
righteous community within a broken 
neighborhood, ultimately becoming 
light to a city overrun with darkness. 
Similar to Shane Claiborne’s The 
Simple Way in Philadelphia and other 
new monastic communities surfacing all 
over the globe, the house will become a 
base of operations for its eight residents, 
who have decidedly forsaken the sta-
Mulberry House to Foster 
Community in Springfield
tus quo for a ministry-driven lifestyle. 
The home is located south of 
downtown Springfi eld, in an area where 
drugs and prostitution run rampant, 
and homelessness abounds. Unemploy-
ment and high school dropout rates 
are three times the national average.
Jack Legg, senior Comprehen-
sive Bible major and point man for the 
Mulberry House, agreed to speak with 
Cedars about his vision for the proj-
ect. “Our intent is to become part of an 
overall larger movement that is taking 
place within Springfi eld,” said Legg. 
“The idea is not to ignore the efforts al-
ready in place, but to supplement them.” 
The residents of Mulberry 
House will invest themselves into lo-
cal ministries presently operating in 
the neighborhood, such as Urban Light, 
Changing Lives Now and CitiLook-
out. In addition, they will revive the 
long-forgotten art of hospitality, reach-
ing out to neighbors by throwing bar-
becues, block parties and scheming up 
“all sorts of imaginative undertakings.” 
The plan is to meet unbridled hostility 
with home-grown Christian hospitality.
Or, as Legg put it, “Just go 
live there and see what happens.”
The group plans to move into 
Mulberry House in December, making 
renovations to the home in the mean-
time. They have agreed to live simply by 
sharing resources. “There are a lot of us 
who’ve had this unifi ed vision for a long 
time,” Legg said. “It’s something that 
see LEGG , page 3
-- Brandon Smith --
Staff Writer
A ghostly remnant of the once-
mighty Antioch College is now tacked 
to the wall inside the headquarters of 
its miniature spinoff, Nonstop Lib-
eral Arts Institute. It is a washed-out 
grey photocopy of an eBay listing for 
a bottle of water with an Antioch Col-
lege label, the auction long since ended.
Abandoned, Nonstop Keeps Spirit of Antioch Alive
The now-closed institution, 
which existed fairly uninterrupted in 
nearby Yellow Springs since 1852, 
has not seen its last days, however.
Something of a national edu-
cational anomaly is occurring in Yel-
low Springs, said Scott Warren, a for-
mer philosophy professor at Antioch 
College and a current professor at the 
new Nonstop Liberal Arts Institute.
“I think it’s actually a histo-
ry-making event,” said Warren. “The 
closing of the college kind of liber-
ated the faculty to ask ourselves what 
we really do in higher education.”
About half of Antioch Col-
lege’s full-time professors have returned 
to teach this fall at Nonstop, as it has 
come to be known in Yellow Springs.
“It’s not about the buildings 
or about extravagant football stadiums 
and state-of-the-art computer labs; it’s 
about relationships,” he said. “We’ve 
rediscovered that essence of educa-
tion that really traces back to Socrates.”
“We can teach anywhere; 
we can learn anywhere,” he said.
And that is what the 18 faculty 
members and 60-or-so students are do-
ing. Nonstop has rented a house near 
the abandoned college campus to use as 
an administrative headquarters. But the 
classroom spaces are all in the commu-
nity: Presbyterian and Methodist church-
es, the John Bryan Community Center 
and local government building, local 
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ties. The 2008 Fiction Winner was 
Junot Diaz, the Dominican-Ameri-
can author of “The Brief Wondrous 
Life of Oscar Wao,” which portrays 
the experiences of an American im-
migrant. Haitian-American Edwidge 
Danticat won the non-fi ction award 
for her book “Brother, I’m Dying” 
that recounts the struggles of her fam-
ily’s move to America. This year, the 
organization also presented a Lifetime 
Achievement award to American au-
thor and historian Taylor Branch for 
his trilogy on Martin Luther King, 
Jr. and the civil rights movement, 
which sustains the Dayton Literary 
Peace Prize’s sponsorship of peace.
See the Dayton Liter-
ary Peace Prize schedule for 
information on area events.
from PRIZE, page 15
tal process known as “separation,” and seeks 
revenge on the man he holds responsible for 
his wife’s detached, dispassionate attitude to-
wards their marriage: Grey. Unfortunately, 
Grey is ignorant to his portending guilt, as 
well as many other factors that paint him as 
a terribly sympathetic character to the end.
 Myers’s wife gains her own voice as the 
story continues, and her confessions only increase 
the emotional turmoil as the plot unfolds. Claire, 
meanwhile, seeks to reconcile her jaded child-
hood through a small peek into her mother’s life.
All these seemingly disjointed narra-
tives make for a convicting series of observa-
tions, personal dilemmas and plot complications 
that center much more on the characters than on 
the mystery and resolution itself. Travel (and 
more specifi cally, escape) becomes a central 
theme in all four stories, and Unferth is mas-
from VACATION, page 15
-- Erin Hayes --
Staff Writer
Regrettably, Cedarville stu-
dents most often venture to Yellow 
Springs in an effort to catch a glimpse 
of Dave Chapelle. While wandering 
the streets with their eyes peeled for 
a Chapelle-sighting, many miss the 
great restaurants and businesses that 
fi ll Yellow Springs. New to this eclec-
tic mix of businesses is Williams, a 
Peruvian-American restaurant. Lo-
cated just off of the main street, Wil-
liams is an unassuming place, its 
exterior overshadowed by the large 
knitted light post and peace signs right 
outside of the front door. Those who 
make it past the post and into the res-
taurant, however, will be pleasantly 
surprised by the good food inside.
Williams, on the surface, 
isn’t very aesthetically pleasing. The 
dining room is small, holding only a 
handful of tables. The décor is con-
Restaurant Review: Williams
fusing for a place that offers Peruvian 
food; photographs and posters from 
Europe and paintings of the Southwest 
United States cover the walls. The mu-
sic doesn’t mesh well with the Peruvian 
theme—it was a varied mix consisting 
of Death Cab for Cutie, loud tango mu-
sic and soft elevator music. Confusing 
decorations and music created an inco-
hesive atmosphere: however, the Wil-
liams staff’s effi cient service compen-
sated for the inconsistent dining room.
Williams is obviously family 
owned, and the staff tries to include pa-
trons in this family experience through 
fast and friendly service. As soon as I 
sat down at my table, a server came over 
and started chatting, all the while giving 
me several different drink options. She 
willingly explained the menu and waited 
patiently as I looked through the menu. 
The menu itself isn’t extensive 
at Williams, but each option sounded 
appetizing. During my visit, my din-
ing companion and I tried the pollada, 
marinated chicken on skewers, served 
with a side of potatoes and a house 
salad, and the lomo saltado, marinated 
beef tips over french fries. Many items 
on the menu combine Peruvian ingredi-
ents and spices with American staples 
like fries or a salad, but some are very 
simple like the penne pasta with mush-
rooms. Most meals cost ten dollars, so 
my meal cost more than fare from col-
lege haunts like Chipotle or Panera, 
but the service and non-typical college 
food made the extra dollars worthwhile.
Even though the food at Wil-
liams is more expensive than an aver-
age meal for college students, Cedar-
ville students should make the trip to 
Williams. The atmosphere of a town 
instead of the commercial clutter of The 
Greene or Beavercreek mall is refresh-
ing. Students should also relish the op-
portunity to eat food they can’t order at 
every major food chain across the na-
tion.  Williams is well worth any extra 
dollars, and it is much more satisfying 
than a mundane Chapelle-sighting quest.
terful in her use of imagery to bring the 
characters closer and closer throughout. 
Cold, straightforward diction 
and disturbingly objective descriptions 
make the tone compelling, perhaps ad-
dicting. Unferth offers a new fl avor to 
the contemporary novel, particular-
ly that of the middle-class love story. 
The only notable complaint is that 
Unferth’s characters often seem to border 
on miserable self-pity. Fortunately, there’s 
something in her tone that keeps you 
reading; something in her prose engages 
you on a level that makes you squirm.
Not a beach read, but one well worth 
the sleepless nights of page turning and soul 
searching that await you. Not fl awless, but 
three hearty cheers to Deb Olin Unferth for 
a highly enjoyable book, an important lit-
erary contribution and a meaningful debut.
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lish a well-balanced newspaper offering 
objective news on a variety of topics 
and opposing, yet equally intelligent 
opinions.
This year, expect a high quality 
publication.  Voice your opinions and 
give us your suggestions.  We look 
forward to serving you.                          
 Joshua Saunders
Cedars Managing Editor
“Every newspaper is a list of prayer requests.” 
– Hermann Groehe
14.1 Percent of Chinese-made 
pieces of apparel being sold in the Ce-
darville bookstore. 
4.2 Percent of American-made pieces 
of apparel being sold in the bookstore.
605,000 Number of jobs the U.S. 
has lost since January.
28 Number of countries the bookstore 
has clothing from, excluding the U.S., 
but including countries like Cambodia, 
Vietnam and Myanmar.
$0.20/hour: Chinese minimum 
wage. Vietnam and Bangladesh have 
even lower minimum wages.
140 Number of colleges and univer-
sities affi liated with the Worker Rights 
Consortium.  The WRC's purpose is to 
ensure that factories producing clothing 
and other goods bearing school logos 
respect the basic rights of workers.
Citations: compiled from 9/08/08 to 9/11/08 
Within caution tape, students brave windstorm in attempt to destroy Harriman’s tree. 
They were unsuccessful.
The Letter:
Welcome to Cedars.  This year, as with 
many in the past, Cedars strives to be a professional 
publication with excellent journalism.  We seek to 
provide relevant and timely news stories along with 
challenging and pertinent opinions.
And to help accomplish those goals a 
few things have changed.  First, we are currently 
revamping the website and it should be available 
soon. We hope you enjoy the new look.  As the year 
moves along, you will see more photographs, links, 
and breaking stories on our website.  
We also hope to incorporate sound and 
videos.  Secondly, some sections have 
changed.  For example, within view-
points you will fi nd a point-counterpoint 
section where writers discuss some of 
our most important and contemporary 
topics.
We hope you fi nd Cedars to be 
an informative publication that pro-
motes intelligent discussion on a variety 
of subjects from politics to sports to 
literature.  We constantly strive to pub-
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When one hears the name 
Mark Twain, he or she quickly thinks 
of Huck Finn, Tom Sawyer, maybe 
even banned books. But rarely is 
his unfi nished work, “The Myste-
rious Stranger,” even mentioned. 
This story of Theodor Fis-
cher opens the eyes of the reader to 
the struggle within Twain and within 
the country during the 1850s. The-
odor, the true symbolic character of 
America in the 1850s, encounters a 
young angel in the woods; an angel 
who is the nephew and namesake of 
Satan. As Theodor and young Sa-
tan develop a friendship, Theodor 
begins to lose faith and truly be-
comes a split soul until young Sa-
tan shares a life-shaking secret with 
him. Sounds like pretty standard 
American legend. But why would I 
say that you should read this Twain 
book, even over his other better-
known novels and non-fi ction? Read on.
First, this book could be known 
as the “soul” of Mark Twain. By the end 
of the story, Theodor is left with a deci-
sion to make. What does he understand 
to be the meaning of life? This question 
so haunted Twain during his life, that 
he could not answer the question over 
the 40 years he worked on this book. 
He couldn’t decide his true thoughts on 
the afterlife, and therefore, he could not 
decide for Theodor. (Don’t worry; I’m 
not guiding you toward a book with no 
conclusion. His publisher made the deci-
sion based on where Twain was spiritu-
ally when he died.) The torn spirit within 
young Theodor depicts Twain far better 
than Huckleberry or Tom ever could. 
This torn spirit not only per-
sonifi es Twain, but also the culture of 
America in the 1850s. The religious 
“New Edenic” paradigm was giving way 
to a more rationalistic, intellectual be-
lief system. Men like Darwin and Freud 
were presenting scientifi c thoughts that 
were slowly trickling out of the higher 
educational realm into the middle and 
lower class. America as a whole was 
no longer based on faith, but was truly 
working through faith in a higher being 
and beliefs about life. Theodor perfectly 
exemplifi es the spiritual battle within 
every heart in America. Every social is-
sue that Satan reveals to Theodor depicts 
true issues of the day: the great migration 
into cities, the despicable living condi-
tions and the hypocrisy of people; you 
name the issue, it makes an appearance.
Mark Twain was able to do all 
of this without losing the creative aspect 
of a novel. He perfectly characterized 
young Satan, taking after Milton’s and 
Goethe’s images of the deceiver. The 
clever word games that Satan plays, 
the half truths he points out, the subtle 
way he pushes his beliefs on Theodor 
leaves the reader questioning if young 
Satan really is an angel or the Devil in 
a clever disguise. The interaction be-
tween Theodor and Satan leaves the 
Christian reader with a very eerie feel-
ing at the end.  Twain truly pulls the 
reader in and leaves them on the edge 
of their seat. “The Mysterious Strang-
er” is a book that can’t be ignored.
Mark Twain’s Mysterious Stranger:
A book you should have read by now-- Kimberly Bowen --
Staff Writer
While there are several honors 
and awards available to authors these 
days, the Dayton Literary Peace Prize 
claims to be “the fi rst and only annual 
U.S. Literary award recognizing the 
power of the written word to promote 
peace,” according to the award’s Web site.
This particular prize is young, 
having only been inaugurated in 2006, 
but it has already honored several people 
handsomely, as winners receive $10,000 
in cash. These winners have been writ-
ers of contemporary adult fi ction and 
non-fi ction pieces that were chosen for 
having “led readers to a better under-
standing of other cultures, peoples, re-
ligions, and political points of view.”
These winners, of course, had to 
meet the signifi cant nomination standards 
listed and upheld by the judges. Such 
qualifi cations include a central message 
of peace, enduring literary value, an ap-
peal to wide audiences and a copyright 
date within the year of the award season. 
Before the judges will even consider a 
book, it must describe within its pages 
an issue of human rights and support a 
main theme of peace that addresses a 
variety of people groups. As the prize 
promotes both peace and good literature, 
judges acknowledge works that point to-
ward peace with literary style and grace.
The Dayton Literary Peace 
Prize Organization is the product of 
the College and University Consortium 
that organizes and funds events for the 
people and the academic community 
of the greater Dayton region.  Through 
lectures, readings, writing workshops, 
and book discussion groups, the Consor-
tium hopes to provide members of the 
local schools and cities with increased 
exposure to the nominated literature.
Cedarville University will be 
hosting a student reading on Septem-
ber 23, and other local universities 
including the University of Dayton, 
Wright State University and Antioch 
McGregor University will hold read-
ings and lectures as well in late Sep-
tember. These occasions preserve the 
fellowship of the many colleges and 
universities that have collaborated to 
create the Dayton Literary Peace Prize.
The Consortium seeks to expand 
its connections to academic institutions 
across the United States and around the 
world. Along with Ohio, representatives 
for the Consortium reach Virginia, Ver-
mont, New York, Minnesota and Michi-
gan. Though the organization fi nds its 
foundations in Dayton, it defi nes the 
prize as international and offers recog-
nition to writers from around the world.
The organization supported its 
intentions with action this past year as it 
paid tribute to writers of various ethnici-
A Prize for Peaceful Words
-- Amanda Roberts --
Staff Writer
 “Everything that we need that is not love  
  or food is here in the tabloid racks.”
 -Don Delillo, White Noise
Letter from 
the Editor
see PRIZE, page 16
Dear Reader,
Welcome to The Current. 
This space will be dedicated to the incredibly broad subject of 
lifestyles, both inside and outside of the bubble. Expect creative 
pieces from students, essays on life in the Miami Valley area, 
book reviews and profi les of artists among many other things. 
Whatever interests us here at Cedars but doesn’t fi t anywhere else 
in the paper is what you’ll fi nd here.
 
This week we’re looking at literary culture, both here in the 
Dayton area and around America. We’ve got a review of Deb Olin 
Unferth’s “Vacation” as well as a new column called “Books You 
Should Have Already Read” that highlights one of Mark Twain’s 
lesser-known books.
If you have things in mind that you’d like to see covered, e-mail 
us at cedars@cedarville.edu.
Nick Erber,
Editor of The Current
-- Stephanie Devine --
StaffWriter
If you’re expecting departure 
from the harshest of everyday realities, 
“Vacation” is egregiously misleading.
What it does do is function as 
brilliant social commentary through 
a multi-faceted web of personas and 
relationships. Deb Olin Unferth’s fi rst 
novel, published in the McSweeney 
Rectangular series, uses beautifully 
succinct prose to create four distinct 
voices (and several page-long mur-
murs) in a suspenseful tale about love 
and loss in the most organic sense.
Although the novel treats 
each character with similar levels 
of third person objectivity, it would 
be easiest to understand the book as 
the story of Myers, a white-collar 
30-something who is simply a “man 
who always goes after what he can’t 
have.” Running parallel are the tales 
of Myers’s wife; Grey, her obses-
sion; and Claire, the product of Grey’s 
wife’s affair with a dolphin trainer.
Myers is caught in the mari-
See VACATION Page 16
New Book Review: 
“Vacation” by 
Deb Olin Unferth
Arts & Entertainment
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has been growing within us for awhile.” 
The project seemed to be the 
natural next step for Legg, who gradu-
ates this coming winter. Said Legg: “The 
common trend is that people get a col-
lege degree and run off to an affl uent 
community to ‘make something of them-
selves.’ The prospect of doing this with 
my life scares the bejesus out of me.” 
Another project gaining mo-
mentum in Springfi eld comes from the 
vision of CU faculty member Dr. Joy Fa-
gan. Her outspoken passion for ministry 
to women in the city has yielded a vision 
she calls Si-Fi, which stands for “Sanc-
tifying Infl uence, Future Investments.” 
“More of a concept than an or-
ganization,” stresses Fagan, Si-Fi will 
fi nancially provide for a Godly pres-
ence in community. Those wanting to 
support Si-Fi can put money toward 
buying homes for a fairly cheap price 
and fi xing them up, thereby provid-
ing transition homes for those released 
from jail or coming out of prostitution.
Those Christians living in the 
city—Legg and his cohorts, for in-
stance—will establish and maintain 
relationships in the community. Other 
Christians can provide the resources for 
newly transformed men and women to 
assimilate into society without risking 
a slump back into unhealthy routines. 
“My role is to heighten aware-
ness and get people plugged in,” says Fa-
gan. “Women in suburban churches want 
to reach out but don’t know how. This is 
their opportunity to get involved so they 
can gain ownership and take action.” 
Both Fagan and Legg reference 
the account of Sodom found in Genesis 
18 as the model for their visions. As Abra-
ham pleaded for the sake of ten righteous 
men, God affi rmed that a sanctifying in-
fl uence in the corrupt city would preserve 
it. By inserting eight righteous people 
into Springfi eld, the dream is for the 
Body of Christ to multiply within the city, 
and in doing so, turn Sodom on its head.
Of the 65,000 people liv-
ing in Springfi eld, roughly 10,000 
live below the federal poverty 
line. Of these, 3,998 are children. 
From LEGG, page 1
-- Justin Busenitz --
Staff Writer
The Cedarville De-
bate Team will tackle the 2008-
2009 season without a coach. 
After guiding the 2007-2008 
team to a top ten fi nish in the country’s 
largest debate league, former coach 
Dr. Rebecca Sietman stepped down 
this summer. Unable to fi ll the void in 
time for the 2008-2009 season, Ce-
darville University is proceeding to 
fi eld a debate team without a coach.
“It’s an unusual setup,” says 
Mark Miller, a senior Pre-Seminary Bible 
and Philosophy major on the team, “but 
so far it’s worked well.” He attributes 
the viability of such an arrangement to 
the leadership of team captain Courtney 
Edmonds and the team’s faculty advi-
sor Professor Matthew Moore. The two 
work together to pick up the responsibili-
ties generally taken care of by the coach.
“I’m the travel planner, bud-
get manager and liaison between the 
Without Coach, CU Debate 
Team Leads Itself
administration and the team mem-
bers,” says Moore. “I’m the guy 
who knows what the team needs 
and tries to make sure they get it.” 
However, much of the rest of 
the burden falls on Edmonds, who has 
stepped up to be the team’s leader this 
year. “What she’s doing is extraordinary,” 
says Moore. “She has taken on a huge 
responsibility and done well with it.” 
When decisions need to be made, 
Edmonds communicates her thoughts 
and ideas to Moore, 
and then they work together to come up 
with a plan of action. This process holds 
Moore ultimately responsible for all 
decisions but also highlights Edmonds’ 
important role in guiding the team. 
The abundance of experience 
on the team is another factor that makes 
such an unusual setup feasible. Of this 
year’s 14 team members, 13 are re-
turning from last year’s squad. These 
returnees know how things work and 
are able to work together with other 
team members to sharpen their skills. 
“We should not fl inch from seeing what is vile and debasing. There is fi lth on the fl oor, and it must be 
scraped up with the muck-rake.”
-Theodore Roosevelt
fi elds and gardens, at least four 
private homes and one basement.
Nonstop’s relationship 
with the community is symbiotic 
by design. As if the direct assis-
tance were not enough to com-
pensate for the donated classroom 
space, Nonstop provides a full 
schedule of free lectures, forums 
and workshops—called “Nonstop 
Presents!”—open to  the  community.
All told, the unaccredited 
institution offers about 40 courses. 
Part-time students, the majority of 
students at Nonstop, pay a paltry 
$100 per credit hour. Full-time stu-
dents pay a fl at fee of $1,500 per 
semester.  The institute also allows 
students to work off tuition bills 
under the employment of Nonstop. 
A dedicated staff was 
absolutely essential for creat-
ing Nonstop, said Susan Eklund-
Leen, a member of the three-per-
son “executive collective” there. 
Nonstop started hir-
ing staff on July 25, said Ek-
lund-Leen. The last staff mem-
ber was hired August 25. 
Nonstop’s unaccredited 
status concerns some students, but 
there are several solutions. Each 
student keeps an extensive port-
folio of all educational activities 
in hopes that an accredited insti-
tution will grant transfer credits.
But Nonstop is seeking 
an allegiance with a like-minded, 
accredited institution, hoping that 
students can receive credit in that 
manner, according to Eklund-Leen.
This grassroots educa-
tional endeavor also serves anoth-
er purpose, according to Warren.
“It’s a political move-
ment. We’re recovering the idea 
that we’re not about corporate 
style education,” said Warren. 
“Most schools operate in a kind 
of top-down manner. Decision-
making is often very secretive. 
And we’re rediscovering the 
concept of making decisions 
together and not relying on an 
administration to do it for us.”
Warren explained why 
Nonstop should matter to the 
average Cedarville student.
“We seem to be very dif-
ferent on the surface, but I’ve 
seen we really enjoy learning 
from each other,” he said, citing 
instances that he has seen CU stu-
dents in his classes and involved 
in the Antioch philosophy club.
And with Nonstop’s ef-
forts to reach outside the tradi-
tional campus, Warren said, “I 
think we’ve started a new tradi-
tion that will open the door to 
more collaboration and more 
dialogue in the future, and I 
hope Cedarville is part of that.”
Nonstop’s headquarters, at 
113 E. Davis St. in Yellow Springs, 
is open to visitors weekdays. 
From ANTIOCH, page 1
“We’re basically working with-
in the structure that Dr. Sietman set,” 
Edmonds explains. But she also is quick 
to point out that outstanding debaters 
are individuals who are self-motivated 
and willing to work hard to improve 
their abilities. “Good debaters are those 
individuals who are willing to put in 
the required time and effort to make 
themselves better,” she says. “And I 
think we have that on this year’s team.”
Such dedication is a refl ection 
of the value these students 
see in the activity of debate. 
Learning to analyze argu-
ments, construct arguments 
and then communicate ideas 
clearly to others are all skills 
that team members know 
will prove benefi cial in all 
other parts of their lives. 
“Debate forces 
you to develop your abil-
ity to highlight the core is-
sue of an argument,” says 
Miller. “This skill is helpful 
in reading, writing—even 
in taking exams or par-
ticipating in an interview.”
The Cedarville De-
bate Team has steadily ad-
vanced the last several years 
under the guidance of Siet-
man. Under her leadership, 
the Cedarville Debate Team 
joined the National Parlia-
mentary Debate Association 
(NPDA) in 2003. This tran-
sition into the largest collegiate debate 
organization in the United States offered 
the team the opportunity to face some 
of the stiffest competition in the nation. 
In their fi rst year in the NPDA, 
the Cedarville Debate Team fi nished the 
2003-2004 season ranked 72 of almost 
300 member schools. The next year they 
improved signifi cantly, ending the season 
ranked 40. The last three years in par-
ticular have seen remarkable fi nishes—
14 in 2006, 11 in 2007, and 8 in 2008.
Photo Credit: John Cooper
--Daniel Sizemore--
A&E Editor
 Katya, Makhaya, Carrol and 
Christopher share a common bond. 
Four people spread across the globe 
share their stories of living with HIV/
AIDS in the short documentary “Hope 
Positive.” 
 Throughout its 28 minute 
running time, this fi lm focuses on the 
everyday trials people living with this 
disease go through and the support 
they fi nd in their family, friends and 
God.  Though these individuals come 
from different walks of life, they are 
able to face their circumstances with 
the same resolve and inner strength. 
 Though this documentary 
inspires its viewers to become more in-
timately involved with the struggles of 
the body of Christ in every part of the 
world, it suffers from its fair share of 
artistic misfi res. The editing and music 
border on the edge of melodrama at 
certain points. The short length barely 
gives the audience time to get to know 
the people with whom they are sup-
posed to be sympathizing. 
 Acting on Aids will present 
this documentary on-campus sometime 
within the next few months. In addi-
tion to this, Christopher Yuan—one 
subject of the documentary—will 
speak at Cedarville on November 19. 
--Nick Carrington--
Staff Writer
 Welcome to Woodrow Wilson High 
in Long Beach, California, where the Rod-
ney King riots are still a vivid memory, and 
racial tensions are high.  In fact, most of Mrs. 
Gruwell’s (Hilary Swank) freshman English 
students are in different gangs separated by 
only their race and total disdain for each other. 
 No one cares much for Mrs. Gru-
well since she doesn’t understand that each 
day these kids live is a victory in and of it-
self.  They need a new understanding and a 
new perspective.  They get that perspective 
from Miep Gies, the woman who helped 
hide Anne Frank and her family from the 
Gestapo. The most infl uential thing that Mrs. 
Gruwell does is to inspire the students to tell 
their stories in journals, which would later 
be published as the Freedom Writer Diaries. 
 The movie struggles at certain 
points.  For example, racial tensions between 
students are too easily resolved.  The script 
also tries to incorporate marital problems 
between Gruwell and her husband (Patrick 
Dempsey), only giving the two a courte-
ous amount of time together on screen.
 The cast of students are excellent—
each thriving in surprising unique charac-
ters that don’t get lost in each other, despite 
their similar attitudes and actions.  The 
performance is equally as impressive from 
Swank, the two-time Oscar-winning actress. 
 “Freedom Writers” has its 
faults, and is fairly formulaic.  Howev-
er, it very well may be worth your time. 
 “Freedom Writers” will be 
showing on Oct. 5 at the Little Art The-
atre in Yellow Springs. This will be the 
fi rst fi lm in the Screenpeace 2008 series.
--Stephanie Devine--
Staff Writer
 “Solee, Solay” isn’t easy to fi nd 
in many Hebrew Bibles. It is, however, 
the fi rst phrase on “Golden Sails,” the 
debut EP and concept album from (the) 
Garden. Fortunately, what seems absurd 
quickly gains meaning when combined 
with several other outstanding elements, 
all producing an exciting and meaning-
ful introduction to the recording scene.
 Daniel Zimmerman, Matt Trego, 
Nate Schirmer and Nick Lordi use imagi-
nary phrases like “Solee” in crafting a mu-
sical, fi ctional narrative paralleling Israel’s 
captivity. The heavy emphasis on concept 
and continuity makes this an album re-
quiring some investment from the listener. 
 Of course, the group doesn’t 
disappoint once ears are lent. Surpris-
ingly mature tracks like “Subtle Swell” 
and “Meribah: and the Unleavened 
Rain” demonstrate their constant growth.
The album also makes excellent use of the 
band’s instrumental abilities, showcased 
best by “Massah: the Limestone Nile.” 
 There are several depar-
tures from their live show, but the re-
cord is refreshing in its raw qualities.
The lyrical content is one of the high-
lights. Simplistic, repetitive, and soulful, 
the sparse poetry is effective in comple-
menting the emotive instrumentals. “Is 
this what we’ve made? (Oh, my God!),” 
Zimmerman cries over and over, staying 
loyal to the narrative concept while speak-
ing truth to the contemporary listener.
 While “diversity” isn’t the al-
bum’s middle name, the overwhelming 
mastery of what they do best makes this 
a highly impressive debut from every-
one’s favorite campus band. If you en-
joy the likes of mewithoutYou, Unwed 
Sailor or As Cities Burn, sow some musi-
cal seeds in (the) Garden’s metanarrative.
--Matt Fox--
Staff Writer
 A Chinese Christian man named 
Brother Yun recently visited our campus. 
His life is one of drastic faith, suffering and 
persecution.  “The Heavenly Man” is fi lled 
with testimonies of God’s amazing power 
through the use of poor and broken Chris-
tians in China who want to see God glorifi ed. 
 Every miracle that happens in this 
book goes against basic science, pointing 
exclusively to the hand of God. Brother 
Yun’s father was cured of terminal can-
cer; he survived a 74-day fast in prison 
without food or water; he escaped from a 
maximum security prison when both of his 
legs were broken. When American Chris-
tians are confronted by the contents of 
Yun’s story, they are forced to recognize 
that God still works wonders in this world. 
 Brother Yun has seen countless mir-
acles and has received visions and dreams 
from the Lord.  He tells us God only gave him 
visions when it was something important or 
urgent that the Lord wanted to reveal to him. 
He goes on to say, “As Christians, we are not 
to live by any vision or dream; nor should 
we seek after them.  We must only live by 
the Word of God and seek the face of Jesus.”
 Those who read this book will have 
their comfortable, cultural Christianity chal-
lenged. Today, across the world, people are 
suffering for the name of Jesus, being tor-
tured and left in prison.  Are you willing to let 
your world be shaken so that you will follow 
Jesus more wholly?  If so, then read this sto-
ry about a man whose fi rst love is Jesus, and 
see how faith really does move mountains.
CEDARS encourages students to evaluate all entertainment choices carefully, considering biblical principles 
related to content and stewardship of time and money. Reviews do not imply an endorsement by either CEDARS or 
Cedarville University. Guidelines for evaluating media are provided in the Student Handbook. 
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Bible, Brother Yun decided to memo-
rize one chapter every day. Before 
long, he had memorized all four gos-
pels and began the book of Acts. At 
age 17, he began his fi rst ministry.
“Come and believe Jesus, and 
you will be healed!” he announced in 
the villages he visited. Many villagers 
received healing and became Christians. 
Before long, Broth-
er Yun was wanted by the police. 
“I became a wanted criminal, a 
counter-revolutionary,” he said. The po-
lice eventually caught up with him, and 
Brother Yun was imprisoned three times. 
His fi rst imprisonment was four years long. 
He had two years of freedom before go-
ing back to prison for another three years. 
Brother Yun Shares Testimony at Cedarville
-- Kelly Miller --
Staff Writer
On the evening of Tuesday, 
Sept. 16, the Jeremiah Chapel rang 
with the passionate voice of Chi-
nese pastor and evangelist Brother 
Yun and his translator Brother Ren. 
The evening 
opened with a presenta-
tion of the “Back to Je-
rusalem” vision, a move-
ment to evangelize over 
50 countries between 
China and Jerusalem that 
remain largely unreached. 
Brother Ren told 
the story about what hap-
pened when two mis-
sionaries visited one 
Chinese village. The en-
tire village, Brother Ren 
explained, was saved 
after the Communist 
Party Secretary became a 
Christian and was healed 
from terminal cancer. 
Brother Yun 
told the story of how 
he received this nick-
name— “The Heavenly 
Man”— when the police 
tortured him to fi nd out 
who he was and where 
he was from.  
 Brother Yun be-
came a Christian at age 
16, after his father re-
covered from terminal 
cancer. His mother re-
membered a few Bible 
stories that she had 
learned from Western 
missionaries, but the 
family yearned for more. 
“When Mao Tse-tung came to 
power, he expelled all the missionar-
ies,” Brother Yun explained. “We were 
hungry to know more about Jesus.”
Bibles were virtually impossible 
to obtain. Nevertheless, the young con-
vert spent 100 days praying for God to 
send him a Bible; and, according to him, 
God miraculously answered his prayer. 
Shortly after receiving the 
The third imprisonment was 
very diffi cult for Brother Yun. His 
guards crushed his legs so that he 
would never walk, and even a letter 
from 107 U.S. congresspersons could 
not free him from the security prison. 
People began to mock 
Brother Yun, and he became an-
gry with God, but God still had 
plans for Brother Yun’s life. 
“I was like a football lying 
on the fl oor with no air,” Brother 
Yun explained, but God “uses those 
who admit ‘I cannot do it.’” Broth-
er Yun said that in May of 1997, 
Jesus came into his cell and said, 
“Come in and walk out.” He then sim-
ply walked out of the prison and en-
tered a taxi waiting for him outside. 
He later gained refugee status in 
Germany, where he now lives with his 
wife and two children and works as a 
leader of the “Back to Jerusalem” move-
ment. He dreams that “one day, all Chi-
na will be called ‘the 
village of Gospel.’”
After the pro-
gram on Tuesday, 
Brother Yun signed 
copies of his two books, 
“The Heavenly Man” 
and “Living Water.” A 
large crowd of Cedar-
ville students, faculty 
and visitors turned out 
for the event, fi lling the 
fl oor of the chapel and 
spilling over into the 
balcony and the wings. 
“I was very 
impressed with the 
amount of students 
that showed up for 
[the event],” said 
senior nursing ma-
jor Alison Hatch. 
Hatch appreci-
ated the challenge of 
Brother Yun’s story. 
“I thought it was a big 
encouragement just to 
hear how he was per-
secuted and then re-
leased, and still shared 
the love of Christ 
and was a witness, 
and yet again [was] 
captured and perse-
cuted and released, 
and still continued to 
evangelize,” she said. 
Laura Parker, 
a senior nursing major, 
received a free sample of one of Brother 
Yun’s books from the CU bookstore last 
year. “I read part of one of his books, and 
it was really challenging, so I wanted to 
hear him speak,” she said. “We hear a lot 
of stories about what goes on in China, but 
it had a bigger impact to hear it fi rsthand.” 
Least of These: Jericho
-- Stephanie Devine --
Staff Writer
Since he was a little boy, Jer-
icho has only dreamed of being a rapper. 
Jericho is almost a big boy, 16, 
and there aren’t many record labels in 
lock-up. A few months ago, other lit-
tle boys with big dreams sold Jericho 
things that cost him weeks in Greene 
County Juvenile Detention Center.
That didn’t stop him.
Intensive Probationary Tutor-
ing was another opportunity to perfect 
rhymes. Time in between sentences 
was spent accumulating “hard” tattoos. 
Fairborn High School, Jericho’s 
fi rst and only stage, was placed on aca-
demic watch after No Child Left Behind 
passed in 2002; the school system earned 
an “Effective” rating only days ago. 
Sometimes Jericho rips 
out pages in his outdated sci-
ence textbooks to scrawl out lyrics.
Jericho’s jeans hang down far 
enough to show the dollar signs on his 
boxers. This doesn’t help matters with 
the angry people in his life, specifi cally 
the irate parole offi cers. Or his mother.
“My mama’s always mad 
‘bout somethin’,” he sighs. Jericho be-
moans his home life in between alge-
bra sessions to Peter, one of the few 
male constants in his life. These bi-
weekly encounters are only a momen-
tary shift in trajectory until Jericho re-
unites with friends much more “solid.”
When  Jericho gets into patterns 
of sale-dependence-probation his of-
fi cers aren’t subtle about his fate. “You 
Editor’s Note: This is the fi rst of a fi ve part series reporting on 
poverty in and around Cedarville University. These pieces are 
written in New Journalistic style, and therefore tell the stories 
of real people from a literary point of view.
have to fi nish high school. You have to 
do something with your life, Jericho.” 
Matt, Jericho’s parole offi cer, spins 
his pen with frustration and forfeit.
With little education in mi-
croeconomics, Jericho struggles with 
the concept of post-high-school fi -
nances. Matt lays out a budget for 
minimum wage workers, estimat-
ing that working even sixty hours 
a week leaves you “in the hole.” 
And forget that Xbox. 
“Dang,” Jericho mumbles. 
Unable to afford a sweet 
ride—integral to the rapper’s 
persona—Jericho settles on the 
pick in his hair for street cred. 
Jericho’s isn’t dumb, nor is 
he anywhere near college acceptance; 
but nobody seems to check on him. 
Tutor textbooks and tales of paren-
tal pressure strike him the wrong way.
He’s trying. Trying to accu-
mulate backup dancers, trying to fi g-
ure out where to put the cross he wants 
branded on his skin, trying to pass so-
cial studies and get out of remedial 
reading before his fi rst album drops.
Photo Credit: Adam Brandt
“My mama’s always mad 
about somethin’.”
(the) Garden Contines to
 Blossom and Grow
-- Stephanie Devine --
Staff Writer
“We don’t have any plans…
we’re just embracing and enjoying what 
we’re doing. We want people to get in-
volved in it; we don’t play just to hear 
ourselves live.”  Sage words straight 
from Daniel Zimmerman’s mouth,  as he 
was perched on a ragged armchair while 
discussing the life and times of (the) Gar-
den, everyone’s favorite campus band.
As singer/guitarist, Zimmerman 
records with Nate Schirmer (singer/
bassist), Matthew Trego (guitar) and 
Nick Lordi (drummer) as (the) Garden, 
best described as ‘indie’ or ‘experimen-
tal’ by their fans. 
While members agree that 
nobody “really knows what that [indie/
experimental] means,” the group is 
content just doing what they do well—
playing and recording in a mode that 
transcends any particular genre.
On the verge of releasing their 
fi rst EP, “Golden Sails,” the band spoke 
openly about their line-up change 
(Trego joined the group a year ago) and 
their musical trajectory since the record-
ing. “We’ve already left it behind. We 
love it [Golden Sails] and all, but that’s 
where the experimental side comes in. 
We’re constantly evolving.”
“Golden Sails” was fi rst known 
as the “Slave Set,” seven songs the 
band played for live shows. The EP 
plays straight through (without pauses 
between songs), and is described by the 
band themselves as “a fi ctional narra-
tive that runs parallel to the story of 
Israel in captivity.” 
While the band added several 
instruments to the mix for “Golden 
Sails,” they also refused many ameni-
ties exclusive to the recording studio. 
Trego reports they’re happy with the 
result, as it’s “defi nitely a live experi-
ence. We wanted to capture our raw 
sound…we didn’t want to program or 
process it.” 
Their live performances have 
gained them audiences everywhere 
from the Hive to Columbus, Cincin-
nati and several other local venues on 
a regular basis. While the band is “a 
collective of current and former Cedar-
ville students,” they desire to spread the 
Gospel in a way that’s uniquely tied to 
the music more so than the university 
itself.
“It’s like, here’s a snapshot of 
the brokenness of life, and in that there 
can be hope. We may not convey a posi-
tive message, but the human experience 
isn’t always positive,” explains Zim-
merman. 
The band looks forward to dis-
tributing “Golden Sails” in late Septem-
ber. All members anticipate the stylistic 
growth to come, as well as a number of 
local performances throughout the year.
German Village: A Walk in the Past
Let’s face it, Cedarville isn’t the 
coolest place in the world--not even close. 
In fact, this place can be downright bor-
ing, and who wants to spend their college 
years lost in a sea of homework?  Thank-
fully, there are some options away from 
campus that just might help. German Vil-
lage in Columbus offers a different ex-
perience for those dying for a day away.
German Village is a historic 
part of Columbus kept to look like it 
was during its 19th century glory when 
it was mostly inhabited by German 
settlers.  Brick streets, brick houses 
and small town shops make this a tre-
mendous place to just go take a walk. 
Hopefully, no one is so bored that 
they drive an hour for a walk, so luck-
ily, German Village has more to offer. 
 The 32-room bookstore known 
as The Book Loft is possibly the most 
impressive attraction that German Vil-
lage has to offer.   A picturesque court-
yard leads book lovers into the space-
effi cient loft where they can fi nd almost 
any book they would ever want—from 
fi ction to cook books.  The courtyard 
is fi lled with perfectly groomed fl ow-
ers and fountains that make the bench-
es a perfect spot for enjoying a book. 
For coffee lovers, there are nine 
different coffee shops and bakeries to 
choose from including Starbucks and 
Cup O’ Joe—which gives customers a 
less trendy and more laid back feel.  Even 
better than that is Schmidt’s Fudge Haus 
& Gifts, where you can watch employees 
make one of 15 different types of fudge. 
There are also other amazing chocolaty 
treats to enjoy if fudge isn’t your thing.
If the day demands that you and 
your friends be outside after getting your 
coffee or a good book, then you can take 
a stroll over to Schiller Park and check 
out the Huntington Gardens.  A brick 
walkway takes visitors through the sce-
nic landscape that fi rst opened in 1993. If 
you’re feeling more active, then the park 
-- Nick Carrington --
Staff Writer
Editor’s Note: This is the fi rst of a 
series highlighting the bustling 
metropolis of Columbus and its
surrounding neighborhoods. Stay 
tuned for reccommendations for 
weekends/dates/rendezvous/esca-
pades/etc.
“Here’s a 
snapshot of the 
brokenness of 
life, and in that, 
there can be 
hope.”
also offers  tennis courts, basketball courts 
and other space for things like Frisbee. 
Eating out with friends has 
long been a staple of a college student’s 
weekend.  Columbus has many fantastic 
restaurants, but Lindey’s in German Vil-
lage has consistently been voted as one 
of Columbus’ Top Ten Restaurants for 
18 straight years.  It offers exceptional 
American Cuisine that is a little on the 
expensive side, but good times and good 
food are priceless.  The original Max and 
Erma’s also resides in German village 
if you’re craving something familiar.
German Village provides an ex-
citing place to go that many people have 
never heard of, or know little about.  Its 
attractions are limitless for such a small 
part of a big city, and checking it out 
would defi nitely be worth your time.
We all know that technology 
is transforming the world by sucking 
certain mediums into its wake and 
leaving them altered forever. The af-
fects of technology upon communica-
tion, entertainment and economics are 
obvious, but a less-noticeable revolu-
tion has developed in the fi eld of art.
The Internet has infected the 
art world and generated several new 
hybrids of technology and creativity 
that fall under the overarching genre 
of New Media art.  These modern 
methods create art using computer, 
digital, electronic and robotic medi-
ums.  Videos, virtual reality, infor-
mation systems, computer games 
and radio are some specifi c avenues 
into which New Media art ventures. 
New Media art distinguishes 
itself by using such current cultural 
objects as opposed to the old media 
arts. When categorized as a cultural 
production, the Internet can relate 
to art as subject, medium or inspira-
tion. Into the subgenres of Internet 
art fall works such as online videos, 
networked performances and instal-
lations, code poetry, artistic websites 
and e-mail projects. As they incorpo-
rate some traditional approaches to art, 
these genres seem to extend from the 
original art disciplines. Some Internet 
art projects have mirrored conceptual 
art, pop art and performance art. How-
ever, hypertext, databases, networks 
and the theories connected with these 
have also infl uenced contemporary 
New Media art, pieces of which have 
themes like corporate parody, identity 
and surveillance. 
Net artists, those who produce 
art using technological mediums, have 
been dabbling with digital tools since 
the emergence of computers. However, 
these artists differ in their approach to 
New Media art in that some consider 
the Internet to be just one part of a 
meta-artistic system.  One Web site 
showcasing Internet art, called Histories 
of Internet Art: Factions and Fictions, 
explains, “Being a digital artist now 
means using the Net as both a composi-
tional and exhibition medium.”    
In the past, New Media art-
ists have cooperated to form groups 
promoting their progressive works, but 
some have remained independent as 
well.  Despite the efforts of indepen-
dent artists, New Media art is credited 
to the context of institutions, and some 
art schools now offer “New Media” 
majors.  As society is beginning to con-
sider New Media art as relevant in the 
context of art and technology, institu-
tions, networks, and museums are col-
laborating with artists and are display-
ing their projects.  The Guggenheim 
Museum acknowledges that the decade-
old medium of Internet art is growing 
in popularity and has added Internet art 
to its collection in hopes of appealing 
to an audience that would otherwise not 
venture into their building.
Websites such as http://net-art.
org/, http://www.whitneybiennial.com/, 
http://www.guggenheim.org/internetart/
welcome.html, and http://rhizome.org/
art/ provide some more information and 
great exhibitions on New Media art.
The Emerging Trend 
of New Media
-- Amanda Roberts--
Staff Writer
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Crown Financial Representatives 
Speak at Cedarville
-- Kate Klein --
Staff Writer
Free Bible-based fi nancial coun-
seling is coming to Cedarville University. 
CU students will have the op-
portunity to ask fi nancial questions, at-
tend free seminars and receive advice 
about Biblical fi nancial management 
from Crown Financial Ministries on 
Oct. 24 and 25 on campus. 
The average col-
lege student graduates 
$20,000 in debt and the 
average salary she will 
earn right out of college is 
$30,000, said Jocelin Bou-
tet, Crown Financial liai-
son for the campus event.
“That’s not a good 
combination,” Boutet 
said. “The key is to un-
derstand before you get 
into debt and then plan.”
Crown Financial 
is a non-profi t organiza-
tion that teaches Biblical principles for 
money management and was formed 
eight years ago by Larry Burkett and 
Howard Dayton, both of whom spent 
many years in fi nancial ministry. 
Crown Financial is sending 
two representatives to speak in chapel, 
provide free seminars for students and 
then present evening seminars open to 
the community. Entrance to the com-
munity seminars costs $25 per ticket. 
The Crown Financial represen-
tatives, Christy Speer and Dave Scobey, 
will discuss good stewardship, budget-
ing, credit and more. The seminar ses-
sions, which will be geared towards 
college students, will cover such top-
ics as “Surviving as a 20-year-old in 
today’s economy,” “Practical Ins and 
Outs of a Spending Plan for College 
Students” and “Dealing with Debt.” 
Boutet said that Crown Finan-
cial asked some Cedarville Resident 
Advisors to ask other students for their 
top fi nancial questions so that the repre-
sentatives coming to campus would be 
better equipped to help the student body.
“We wanted to meet the needs, 
not just the perceived need,” Boutet said. 
Junior Amanda Graves, presi-
dent of the business or-
ganization Students in 
Free Enterprise (SIFE), 
said that through infor-
mal polls, she has found 
that most CU students 
do not know much 
about managing money. 
“Some peo-
ple have no idea how 
to balance a check-
book or don’t know 
what interest rates 
mean,” Graves said. 
Senior Matt 
Dearden, SGA presi-
dent, said he took a personal fi nance class 
last year and it showed him how little he 
knew personally about fi nances. “It just 
opened my eyes to how much people don’t 
know about even simple fi nancial things. 
I found out how much I didn’t know and 
then I started talking to students about 
different concepts and realized they were 
in the same boat I was in,” Dearden said. 
Jeff Guernsey, Assistant Pro-
fessor of Finance at CU, said he hopes 
the seminars will answer the press-
ing questions students might have. 
“Anybody, regardless of their 
major, is going to have to make fi nancial 
decisions, both as a student and in the 
workplace. It’s an area where we ought 
to be lifelong learners,” Guernsey said. 
“We’re responsible to be good stewards.”
The free seminars should provide 
students with general fi nancial knowledge 
so they can prepare for the future and make 
wise fi nancial decisions, Graves said. 
“We just hope to raise awareness 
on campus—how to manage today and 
once they leave college,” Graves said. 
SIFE, SGA and the Leader-
ship Institute are sponsoring the events. 
“Debt can be a real burden 
for people coming out of college,” 
said junior and SIFE member Danny 
Johnson. “Understanding fi nancial lit-
eracy is a key to living effectively.” 
To learn more about Crown 
Financial Ministries visit their website: 
www.crown.org.
Build-A-Well Aims to 
Raise $3,000
-- Sarah Jones --
Staff Writer
Americans take clean water for 
granted.  
But in the sub-Saharan village of 
Bar Idike, Uganda, it was a resource that 
was desperately needed. The village’s 
only spring was infested with leeches, 
and the solution—a well—cost money 
that the villagers did not have. In 2007, 
however, Bar Idike got its well, thanks 
to Cedarville University students who 
donated to the Build-A-Well Project. 
Now, nearly two years later, 
it’s time for CU to build another well. 
The Build-A-Well Project is 
part of the Blood: Water Mission’s 
pledge to build 1,000 wells in 1,000 
African communities. In the AIDS-
stricken African continent, clean water 
can often mean the difference between 
life and death.  By providing wells, the 
Blood: Water Mission hopes to improve 
the quality of life for African peoples. 
Build-A-Well will raise money 
for this project by sponsoring a Week 
of Sacrifi ce from Oct. 25–31. Dur-
ing this week, students will be asked 
to refrain from drinking anything but 
water. The money students would 
have spent on coffee, tea and soda 
can then be donated to Build-A-Well. 
Junior Ashley Dasuqi describes 
the Week of Sacrifi ce as a time when “stu-
dents can refl ect and become emotional-
ly involved about why they’re fasting.” 
The students of the Build-A-
Well Project will also hold Silent Cha-
pels on Oct. 10 for freshmen, sopho-
mores, juniors and seniors. “Class chapel 
costs about $100 to put on,” says Dasuqi. 
“By going acoustic for that one day, we 
can raise a lot of money for the well.” 
The students of the Build-A-
Well Project also plan to raise money 
using Zambeezi lip balm. Zambeezi lip 
balm comes from Zambia and provides 
jobs for local residents. The Zambeezi 
fundraiser will begin the last week in 
September and continue until Oct. 15. 
Students involved hope to raise 
at least $3,000 for the project, which 
is three times the sum they earned in 
2007. This does not deter Dasuqi and 
her friends, who believe the Silent 
Chapels and Zambeezi lip balm fund-
raiser will help raise their fi nal total. 
After all, Dasuqi says, “It 
only takes 300 people giving $10.”
Letter from 
the Editor
I return home almost once a month.     
Most weekends home, I sit on a small porch overlooking an emerald lake 
and watch the leaves fall from trees.  The lake is emerald, I imagine, be-
cause the subdivision authorities use too much fertilizer on the surrounding 
wildfl owers.  
Anyway, I sit on that porch with a friend, Alex, and we discuss anything 
and everything.  Sometimes we discuss politics—until Palin entered the 
presidential race, he was an avid McCain supporter—philosophy, sports, 
local restaurants, the jejune lives of our mutual high school friends, etc.  
Consider the bird’s eye view: two high school graduates, with no real direc-
tion to their lives, sitting on a dimly lit porch discussing random facets of 
society with no real way to affect it.  Pretty pathetic, right?
Not really.  
Socrates said that to know the good was to do the good.  Put another way: 
knowledge informs our approach to morality, guides us as we attempt to 
affect change in a world that desperately needs it.  
And that’s what we’d like to do with Cedars.  
Our goal is to inform you—the students, faculty, and staff at CU—so that 
you can interact with your local community in a way that matters. 
Read these articles.  Enjoy them.  But don’t treat them as if they are ran-
dom, disjunctive works of journalism completely detached from practical 
application.  Cedars—and knowledge in general—is no more important 
than your decision to use it in a way that betters our community.  
Laconically yours, 
Michael Shirzadian, 
News Editor
Editor’s Picks:
Caffeinated Product:
Bargain Deals:
You Tube Video:
College Scholarship:
Web Comic:
Dorm Toy:
Shower Shock Soap
 Who needs coffee? Get your caffeine fi x through the  
 power of osmosis. 
Woot.com
 Check daily for cheap and overstocked electronics. Not  
 just for the computer guru.
Choose Your Own You Tube Adventure
 All the fun of your favorite childhood books, without the  
 added burden of reading.
The Tall Club Scholarship
 Males 6 feet 2 inches tall and females 5 feet 10 inches  
 tall qualify for $1,000 scholarship. Height does matter.
Indexed.blogspot.com
 Math and art unite through the medium of index cards.  
 See the world through Venn diagrams and graphs. 
FunSlides Carpet Skates
 Endless hours of fun sliding through the hall dorms in  
 these slick feet accessories. Walking is so last semester.
-- Rachael Hubin --
Staff Writer
-- Amanda Roberts --
Staff Writer
A New Face on an Old Name
With paneled cathedral ceilings 
and an array of color options, the new 
found home for Cedarville’s treasured 
Beans ‘N Cream offers an ambiance for 
diligent studying 
and friendly social 
time.
The sweet 
aroma of coffee 
grounds fi lls the 
room upon enter-
ing. The neon 
words on the back 
wall menus splash 
forward, pulling 
the casual passer-
by toward the 
wooden doors. 
Classi-
cally-trimmed 
windows surround 
the establish-
ment, presenting an extremely inviting 
atmosphere. The unique vintage style 
is evident in the contrasting color pallet 
choices throughout the building. Al-
though it has moved, Beans ‘N Cream, 
in a more modernized way, clings to the 
coffee shop’s previous style—its very 
own. 
“[The decor] gives it character. 
It’s not plain, that’s for certain! It’s just 
more alive and inviting,” employee 
Zach Skrabacz, Senior at Cedar Cliff 
School said. 
This quaint coffee shop’s previ-
ous establishment, just down the block, 
was ready for expansion, Skrabacz said 
of owners Paul and Diane Copes’ deci-
sion.  The building is improved after 
several renovations and diligent design 
work completed by all involved. 
“We wanted to create a better 
atmosphere to hang out, have meetings, 
[and] study,” employee Leslie Wuenstel 
senior at Cedarville University said. 
Beans N’ Cream offers a very polite 
atmosphere providing customers with 
several places for quiet diligence, such 
as a small room on the main fl oor or 
even the balcony where lounge chairs 
present an even more inviting sitting 
area for reading or the like. 
“Our menu and everything is 
the same, just a change in atmosphere,” 
Wuenstel said. The variety of menu 
options include favorites such as freshly 
made cinnamon rolls, chocolate cake, 
muffi ns, and even baklava. 
Young’s Dairy ice cream 
is available, as well as fair 
trade coffee and tea for 
those non-coffee drinkers. 
Unlike the previ-
ous establishment, the 
new building holds a stage 
offering performance 
opportunities to anyone 
interested. They have live 
music every Friday and 
Saturday around 8:00, 
where students and towns-
people come and show 
off their talents. If anyone 
is interested, just walk 
down and give them some 
information, and you are ready for your 
debut! “We would love to have [any-
one] come in and play” Wuenstel said. 
“It’s comfortable, not stressful,” 
Skrabacz said about the atmosphere of 
the shop. If looking for a near-by place 
to cram, hop on down the road to this 
quaint coffee shop! It’s new and im-
proved, that’s for sure. 
Letter from 
the Editor
Stony Creek Stirs Up Downtown
“Art hath an enemy
 called ignorance.
     -Ben Jonson
The serenading sounds of 
Michael Bublé and Jack Johnson fl oat 
through the air thickly scented with 
coffee grounds. Steaming drinks are 
dispersed around the room as customers 
trade a few dollars for an item from the 
digital menu displayed on the computer 
screen positioned near the register.  At 
Stony Creek Roasters, the selection is 
respectable in both size and quality. The 
assorted coffee and tea beverages, hot 
chocolate, smoothies, Italians sodas and 
Italian fl oats are the main focus of the 
coffee shop, but soups, sandwiches, and 
baked goods are served as well. 
The quaint store wears an 
Americana theme. Iron stars, presiden-
tial portraits, and historic documents 
are suspended on the brown and brick 
walls. Receding shelves hold games 
and books in the back next to a cozy 
armchair.  Beside the public computer 
in the front, more shelves exhibit glass 
jars fi lled with black beans and colorful 
syrups. 
The main goal of the owners, 
Taylor Minor and family, is to develop 
a commercial coffee roasting company. 
They do not want the reputation of a 
café. Instead, the family plans for the 
shop to appear more posh as they pro-
duce high-end coffee and extend their 
own label. They import coffee beans 
from Kenya, Brazil, and Sumatra, and 
they are beginning to work directly with 
farmers. 
Minor says that their creed 
convicts them to buy only the best 
food supplies.  They hope people who 
sample their blends will exclaim in 
admiration and praise the impressive 
fl avors.  To achieve this goal, they hold 
high standards for more than just the 
coffee.  Along with the best beans, they 
purchase the best syrups as well, which 
come from France. They have even in-
stalled a state-of-the-art water fi ltration 
system to pump the purest water for 
their delectable drinks. In the process 
of perfecting their craft and testing the 
market through the store, the owners 
of Stony Creek will also be outsourc-
ing their products to businesses such as 
hotels, car dealerships, coffee houses 
and other coffee stores. 
Stony Creek Roasters is cur-
rently keeping the Cedarville commu-
nity happy, as business is sometimes too 
busy. The Minors bought the building 
earlier in the year and renovated it over 
the summer, opening on Aug. 8. Cus-
tomers keep them roasting about 1,000 
pounds of coffee beans a day. Such 
good sales will fund their expansion 
into the fi ve other storefronts that they 
own along Main Street.  Over the next 
few years, they hope to add more seat-
ing around the store and open an event 
room. 
Dearest Readers,
 I welcome you to the Arts & 
Entertainment section. Though Cedar-
ville, Ohio is not known as a bur-
geoning center for the arts, there is a 
surprisingly large variety of activities 
located within an hour’s drive from 
our campus.
 This year, I will highlight 
opportunities for you—the devoted 
Cedars follower—to participate in 
the numerous venues available in this 
glorious stretch of central Ohio. From 
Yellow Springs to Columbus, Dayton 
to Xenia, Springfi eld to Cincinnati, 
there is a plethora of entertainment 
choices to be had. 
 In order to fulfi ll this mission, 
I would like to enlist the help of you, 
the reader. I’m sure there are many 
nooks and crannies out there of which 
I have no knowledge. If you know of a 
small, out-of-the-way art event—per-
haps a local string quartet, a bookstore 
in a back alley or an outdoor Shake-
spearian interpretation—please let me 
know. 
 I hope this year will expand 
the artistic horizons of all involved 
with this section of the paper. 
Sincerely yours,
Daniel Sizemore
Photo Credit:Crystal Flippin
Viewpoints
September 26, 20086
Sports 11September 26, 2008
Senators Who Live 
in Glass Houses
-- Christen Price --
Staff Writer
Obama  supporters fl atter 
themselves that the Republican vice-
presidential nominee is equally vulner-
able to the criticism McCain supporters 
have lobbed at Obama:  lack of experi-
ence. Ironically, the one way in which 
inexperience could be redeeming—
being an outsider to the Washington 
culture—applies to Palin, not Obama. 
It is true that Americans do not 
always vote on experience.  It is not 
inexperience per se that poses a prob-
lem. It is inexperience harnessed to au-
dacity.  Sarah Palin’s big issues have 
been reform and spending, not chang-
ing the face of healthcare in America. 
Incidentally, the junior sena-
tor from Illinois is only in his fourth 
year in the U.S. Senate, and he is 
seeking the offi ce of president, not 
vice-president.  Another article in 
this issue argues that no one comes 
to the US presidency with suffi -
cient experience, but some candi-
Sarah Palin? LOL
-- Kevin Cole --
Staff Writer
For the last 18 months the GOP 
has been relentlessly pushing one main 
point: the need for national leaders 
who are experienced and not just great 
orators with soaring rhetoric and good 
looks. Senator McCain, stressing this 
point, insisted that he was experienced 
enough because, as he said: “I wasn’t a 
mayor for a short period of time. I wasn’t 
a governor for a short period of time.” 
The grand irony is, of course, 
that 11 months after those comments, 
McCain shot himself in the foot by se-
lecting a running mate who is exactly 
that: mayor for a short period of time (of 
a town barely larger than Cedarville), 
governor for a short period of time (of 
a state with fewer people than Colum-
bus) and whose good looks and soar-
ing rhetoric cannot hide the fact that 
Sarah Palin is wholly inexperienced. 
The reality is that nobody is truly 
experienced enough for the Presidency of 
the world’s only superpower. Voters, per-
haps sensing this instinctively, have rarely 
if ever voted on the basis of “experience.”
 Some individuals are, however, 
more prepared to handle the rigors of 
the presidency than others. Every single 
major player in this election — from 
Clinton to Romney to Huckabee, not 
to mention McCain and Obama — has 
some sort of combination of political 
savvy, probity, and intellectual acumen 
that marks them as viable public leaders.
All that is, except Sarah Pa-
lin, who is so ill-equipped for this 
job that even perpetual Republican 
cheerleaders Peggy Noonan and Da-
vid Brooks have been forced to decry 
McCain’s extremely ill-advised pick.
In fact, one wonders if perhaps 
McCain confused “Vice President” with 
“Press Secretary,” picking, as he did, a 
person entirely capable of eloquently par-
roting the party line but unable to articu-
late her own thoughts, let alone create and 
implement policy (or lead those doing so). 
More laughably, Palin is now 
running for a position about which she 
knows next to nothing. “What exactly 
is it that the Vice President does every 
day?” she queried in July. This ignorance 
was magnifi ed during her primetime in-
terview with Charles Gibson, where Pa-
lin looked more like a moose-caught-in-
the-headlights than a politician poised to 
assume the second most powerful elect-
ed position in our country. (Have you 
googled “Bush Doctrine” yet, Governor?) 
The critique of Palin was best 
summarized in August by none other 
than Karl Rove, Bush’s former bull-
dog advisor. Speaking of Gov. Tim 
Kaine (D-Virginia), Rove argued that 
being mayor of a few hundred thou-
sand people and then governor for only 
three years did not suffi ciently qualify 
Kaine to be Obama’s running mate.
Rove thought that picking some-
one like Kaine would be an “intensely po-
litical choice” that blatantly disregarded 
the need for a V.P. who would also be 
ready to assume the presidency. Because 
merely nineteen days later McCain chose, 
by Rove’s own standards, someone sig-
nifi cantly less qualifi ed than Kaine, we 
can only assume that Rove will be join-
ing Richard Cohen in stating the obvi-
ous: Palin is “shockingly unprepared.” 
dates are “more prepared to handle the 
rigors of the presidency than others.” 
But what, theoretically, prepares 
a person to “handle the rigors” of either 
offi ce?  Is it executive experience, per-
haps?   Senator Obama has none.  Pa-
lin’s tenure as governor has been short, 
granted, but she has twelve years of 
executive experience to Obama’s zero. 
Alaska may be sparsely popu-
lated, but as Newt Gingrich pointed out, 
the state has an $11 billion budget—
requiring signifi cantly more manage-
ment than Senator Obama’s budget 
(even while on the campaign trail). 
The state of Alaska, Gingrich further 
noted, has nearly 29,000 employees, 
while the Obama Senate offi ce has 71.
Gingrich also highlighted Gov. 
Palin’s negotiation skills in landing a deal 
to build a multibillion-dollar oil pipeline, 
a top priority for the Alaskan government 
for nearly 20 years. Palin accomplished 
this within 20 months of taking offi ce.
Gov. Palin’s work with Alaskan 
natural resources has broader implica-
tions.  According to the Center for Security 
Policy’s Frank Gaffney, Gov. Palin’s ex-
perience as an Alaskan resident and gov-
ernor gives her unique experience with an 
issue close to national security:  energy.
Because of its natural re-
sources, Alaska plays a signifi cant 
role in national energy policy. Pa-
lin formerly served on the Alaska Oil 
and Gas Conservation Commission. 
Consistent with her “inabil-
ity” to speak her own mind, Sarah Pa-
lin was unafraid to probe the ethics of 
her fellow Republicans.  She resigned 
from her position as Ethics Supervisor 
for the Alaska Oil and Gas Conserva-
tion Commission to protest the cor-
ruption of prominent Republican lead-
ers in Alaska. She subsequently fi led 
complaints against several offi cials, 
including another Oil and Gas Conser-
vation commissioner, Randy Reudrich. 
Could McCain have picked a 
more qualifi ed candidate? Of course. 
Gov. Palin’s experience does not make 
her a female Dick Cheney. However, 
we are not comparing Palin’s qualifi ca-
tions to Cheney’s, but to the experience 
of a certain audacious Illinois senator 
who is running for the presidency, not 
the vice-presidency.  The comparison 
will not favor The One.  The Obama 
campaign should not throw stones.
“I mean, it’s spectacular because I’m a big be-
liever that women can do just as great a job, if 
not better job, as guys can do.” 
Arnold Shwartzenegger, governor of California.
“This calculated, cynical ploy to pull away a 
small percentage of Hillary’s women voters 
from Barack Obama will not work. We are not 
that stupid!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!” 
Barbra Streisand, singer and actress.
“The truth is in its usual place, 
somewhere between the extremes.”
-Bernard Lewis
Comments and opinions expressed in the Viewpoints 
section do not necessarily represent the views of 
CEDARS or Cedarville University.
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-- Elisabeth Feucht  --
Staff Writer
 The men and women’s Yel-
low Jackets entered the season ranked 
in the NAIA Top 25 poll. The women 
opened their season ranked No.1 and 
have held that spot since. The men 
entered the polls ranked 10 and have 
since slid back three spots to No. 13. 
Returning for the Lady Jackets are fi ve 
of the top six runners from last year’s 
NAIA runner-up squad, including 
NAIA All-Americans Nicole Santos 
and Lydia Wong. Four seniors return 
for a fi nal season and three under-
classmen look to step up for the team. 
 “Some of the girls on the 
team and I were just talking as we 
were running about how blessed we 
are to be on this team,” said senior 
team captain Elizabeth Pyles “God 
has blessed us with a huge amount 
of talent this year, but we were talk-
ing even more about the fun we have 
together, the relationships we’ve built 
over the years, and the way we work 
together and look out for one another.” 
Pyles also added that the team’s focus 
on one another rather than on them-
selves has been a huge factor in their 
success over the past several years. 
 The men’s team this year has 
a full roster of 21 runners, includ-
ing eight freshmen. Six seniors look 
to lead the team. Head coach Paul 
Orchard returns six of his top sev-
en performers from last year’s team 
that fi nished runners-up in the AMC. 
Jud Brooker, an NCCAA All-Amer-
ican and Cedarville’s No.1 fi n-
isher in seven meets last year, will 
join other top returnees looking to 
add to their success from last year. 
 On Saturday, September 20, 
both teams faced their second race of 
the season. The men competed in the 
Friendship Invitational hosted at Ce-
darville’s Elvin R. King cross-country 
course. The Yellow Jackets won the meet 
fi nishing 6 runners in the top twelve. 
 The Lady Jackets competed 
in Kenosha, Wisconsin at the Midwest 
Collegiate Open. The women ran away 
with the meet, placing fi ve runners in 
the top seven. Next up for the Jackets 
is the second annual Cedarville Open, 
on September 27. Both teams look to 
continue their run for another chance 
at NAIA nationals. With a strong group 
of seniors on both squads and a solid 
corps of young runners, expect to see 
the teams compete for a championship. 
Women 
Lead, Men 
Follow
Ross Garrett
--Staff Writer--
 Roaring ahead, the Lady Jack-
ets  have jumped out to a 7-1 overall 
record and a 4-0 record in the AMC. 
But their male counterparts limped 
out of the starting blocks.  The Yellow 
Jackets (2-6-1 overall, 1-2-1 AMC) 
have struggled early on to put the 
ball in the back of the net.  Nonethe-
less, both teams have high aspirations 
for the remainder of their seasons.
 Coach John McGillivray re-
mains at the helm for the Lady Jackets. 
He enters his eleventh season as head 
coach for the women’s team after 24 
seasons as the men’s head coach.  “Some 
tangible outcomes would be a winning 
record, qualifying for the AMC tourna-
ment and the NCCAA regional tour-
naments, something we have not done 
for several years,” said McGillivray.
 Last season, the Lady Jack-
ets fi nished with a record of 4-12-1. 
They were a young team, hampered 
by injuries.  Already this year, they 
surpassed last season’s win total.
One reason for this vast improve-
ment is the stellar play of junior cap-
tain Kelly Wise.  In the team’s fi rst 
eight games, she scored 11 goals, 
four of them game-winners.  She re-
cently made headlines for tying the 
school record of most goals in a single 
game, netting four goals in one game 
against conference opponent Malone. 
Coach McGillivray said, “I did not re-
alize Kelly had scored four goals and 
that it tied a record until someone told 
me.  It was neat because all four were 
scored differently — one header, two 
from her feet, and one from her body, 
and several of them were created by 
her teammates giving her a good pass.”
 Coach Benson Belleman re-
turns as head men’s soccer coach for 
the eighth consecutive season.  Last 
year, he guided the team to a 7-9-3 re-
cord.  Although he said expectations 
have changed from the start, he still 
believes the Yellow Jackets can accom-
plish many of their goals for the season. 
“I thought we’d start out well, but we 
haven’t.  We’re a good team, a young 
team.  We’re still getting better each 
week, and I think we’ll be in the thick of 
it for the conference and the NCCAA.”
  He added, “The slow start 
was not expected.  If you look at the 
scores, we’ve been in a lot of one goal 
games.  We are having trouble gener-
ating offense, and we kind of underes-
timated the effect of young players.” 
The Jackets are not having trouble get-
ting shots off, with 124 shots during 
nine games — they are fi nding it diffi -
cult to score, netting only eleven goals.
 Senior captain Jason Cunning-
ham expressed sentiments similar to his 
coach.  “Well, obviously no one wants 
to start slowly like we have.  We aren’t 
concerned, though.  We’ve been play-
ing well and are confi dent in our abil-
ity to play soccer.  We’ll be fi ne and 
will fi nish strong.  We are a good team. 
Our record just doesn’t show it yet.”
continued from SHUFFLE page 10
Beschta’s enthusiasm and the knowl-
edge he has acquired from coaching 
at both the Division I and II levels.
 Dr. Allen Geist replaces Pete 
Reese as Cedarville’s athletic direc-
tor. After graduating in 1983, Geist 
served as a resident director and an 
adjunct English professor for three 
years before moving south for an 
athletic director position in Florida. 
Geist went on to serve ten years as ath-
letic director for two universities before 
returning to his alma mater in 2002. After 
serving as a professor in the sport man-
agement program, Geist was promoted 
to assistant  athletic director in Jan. 2007. 
 Reese mentored Geist for 
a year and a half, and as a result, 
Geist’s respect and admiration for 
what he did for the program is evident. 
“Anything I say wouldn’t sum it up 
well,” expresses Geist, referring to how 
Reese has built the program. “I just 
hope to build on what Callan and Reese 
have accomplished the last 47 years.”
 In an attempt to build on the 
dedication of the former athletic di-
rectors, Geist realizes that the ath-
letic department is currently “at a 
crossroads.” Several key decisions 
are weighing on the department and 
the administration, but Geist hopes 
for the best as the season continues. 
 With three vital personnel in the 
athletic department stepping down with-
in the year, the task of fi nding quality 
replacements seemed daunting. How-
ever, the department appears to have 
chosen three competent and Godly men 
to fi ll those positions for years to come. 
XC Team Ranked 
No. 1 in NAIA
Elisabeth Feucht
--Staff Writer--
“We’re still getting better 
each week and I think we’ll 
be in the thick of it for 
the conference and the 
NCCAA.”
Photo Credit: Jonathan Moultroup
JPhoto Credit: Jonathan Moultroup
Viewpoints 7September 26, 2008Sports11 September 26, 2008
-- Brandon Smith --
Staff Writer
Proverbs 22:7 serves as the 
foundation for several organizations 
currently seeking to educate Ameri-
ca about the Biblical perspective of 
debt and borrowing. These organiza-
tions parallel a national trend by col-
leges and universities to educate their 
students on how to manage money. 
“The plans of the diligent lead 
only to plenty, but everyone who is hasty 
comes only to poverty,” says Proverbs 21:5.
Recently Cedarville University 
hosted one of these educators: Crown 
Financial. But Cedarville should stress 
stewardship more regularly on campus.
The overall effort to in-
crease fi nancial education in America 
is growing. It may be working. For 
the fi rst time since 1982, per capi-
ta debt in America has decreased. 
People are eager to learn from 
their mistakes in fi nancial planning. 
NYTimes.com provides an interac-
tive graph, “The American Way of 
Debt” which shows that in the past 
twenty years per capita debt has more 
than doubled, due in part to credit 
cards but mainly to mortgage failure.
The most striking fi gure in the 
Times graph is that since the late 40’s 
and early 50’s, the average debt-per-
person has increased more than tenfold.
Granted, the Times persis-
tently adds its editorial slant to its 
news columns. But this is not the case 
with this particular graph. America is 
right to be frightened by these fi gures.
Many people think mortgag-
es and educational loans are “good” 
debt—taken on for things that appre-
ciate in value. But no one foresaw the 
mortgage/lending market’s collapse or 
the rising cost of education. However, 
both problems are current phenomena.
The Bible’s warnings against 
debt are relevant for all times and places. 
According to CU’s fi nancial aid 
offi ce, about 65 percent of all graduating 
seniors have loans.  It is relatively up-
lifting to hear that 35 percent of our fel-
low students somehow get through debt-
free. But what about those who don’t?
“Everybody at Cedarville is 
aware that we don’t have the scholarship 
dollars we would like,” acknowledges 
Fred Merritt, Director of Financial Aid. 
To qualify that, the Cedarville adminis-
tration only allows 15 percent of our tu-
ition dollars (“the operating budget”) to 
be directed back into University grants 
and scholarships. The nationwide average 
is about 35 percent according to Merritt.
The average loan debt upon 
graduation from CU, for those who 
“The rich rule over the poor, 
and the borrower is servant to 
the lender.”
have loans, is $17,000, Merritt said.
Cedarville University should 
take heed from the Bible’s teaching about 
the pitfalls of debt, and operate accord-
ingly. Rather than build new educational 
programs and infrastructure, we should 
turn all efforts, as a University, toward 
meeting the fi nancial needs of students.
At least $60 million has been 
spent on construction in the past 10-12 
years. Students and faculty now have 
everything they need except for the as-
surance that alumni will have a healthy 
and God-honoring fi nancial future.
So what if studies show that a 
pretty campus and scores of options draw 
students. In today’s environment, the 
public (and especially Christians) should 
take special notice of a college that 
makes minimizing student debt a priority.
The students, faculty and staff 
of this University love the Lord and 
are doing their best for His glory. The 
people here should use the gifts He’s 
given them to innovate in respon-
sible stewardship, regardless of how 
everyone else is running their col-
leges. Stewardship starts with money.
Put Your Money Where Your Mouth Is
-- Jason Erdmann --
Staff Writer
Not every college boasts a fami-
ly-oriented atmosphere. Cedarville Uni-
versity has a long history of academic 
excellence, Christian principles and in-
volvement in community and internation-
al ministry.   When Cedarville students 
and alumni are asked what their fondest 
memories include, they often think fi rst of 
the closeness that can only come with the 
family environment Cedarville brings. 
“Family” may not be the 
best way to describe a university:  a 
place focused on knowledge and edu-
cation.  But when the university is 
founded and centered on biblical truth 
it very much should be compared to 
a family, just as any body of believ-
ers should consider themselves family.
“For as the body is one, and 
has many members, and all the mem-
bers of the body, being many, are one 
body; so also is Christ.”  (1 Corinthi-
ans 12:12)   Cedarville is made up of 
many people: a Christ-following fac-
ulty, a bible-believing staff and spirit-
driven students.  It forms a body of 
believers: a Christ-centered family. 
Like all things, however, the Ce-
darville family is not perfect.  Despite the 
love that fl ows through the veins of this 
university, there will always be struggles.
It is the responsibility of 
the family to build up and encour-
age one another.  It is the priority 
of any member to support the fam-
ily wherever they can and not hurt it. 
It is so easy to jump to con-
clusions without all the information 
available.  This often leads to ru-
mors, and even accusations within 
the family.  It does not honor God 
to tear down a body from the in-
side out. God demands holiness, and 
where corrections can be made based 
on scripture, they should be made.
While God loves to see believ-
ers helping and correcting other be-
lievers, there is nothing He hates more 
then to see the opposite. Proverbs 6 
says, “There are six things which 
the LORD hates … A false witness 
who utters lies and one who spreads 
strife among brothers.” As a family 
of Christians, it is necessary for mem-
bers of the family to challenge each 
other to follow and live God’s Word. 
If there is any uncertainty in a 
matter, then use the one thing that is 
always certain: God’s Word.  Although 
this verse is frequently used, it is relevant 
to remember, “All Scripture is inspired 
by God and profi table for teaching, 
for reproof, for correction, for train-
ing in righteousness.” (2 Tim 3:16)  If 
there is anything to say to a follower of 
Christ, is should be said with the intent 
of encouragement through the Word.
The University Family
-- Rebekah Crabtree --
Staff Writer
Not everyone at the Beijing 
Olympics this summer was there for 
the sports thrills. Hundreds of mis-
sionaries slipped into China hoping 
for what the Southern Baptists called 
“a spiritual harvest unlike any other.” 
Christian groups from 
Pensacola, The South-
ern Baptist Convention, 
Youth With a Mission, 
and even surround-
ing countries such as 
Thailand fl ocked to 
the games. Some of 
these groups have been 
training for this event 
for the past four years.
Many people 
opposed these “pop-
in” missionaries, par-
ticularly the Chinese government 
which has banned missionaries for 
decades. Other groups such as the 
Fellowship of Christian Athletes 
were not impressed with this act of 
defi ance towards the Chinese gov-
ernment. Most notably, Franklin Gra-
ham commented that he did not support 
the illegal missionary work in China. 
“I believe we must be sensitive 
to and respectful of the local church and 
the impact we as outsiders could have 
on them,” said Graham. “We are guests 
in China and anything we do or say has 
a lasting effect on Chinese Christians 
that will be there long after the Olym-
pics when we are gone.”
While many do 
not think that govern-
ments can outlaw mis-
sions, others have found 
successful ways to spread 
the faith while follow-
ing government laws. 
Such “missionaries” go 
to teach English or pur-
sue some other function. 
Many go for years and 
develop lasting relation-
ships with the people. 
China, a country of 1.3 billion 
people, has a growing Christian popula-
tion.  Recently, Brother Yun introduced 
Olympic Missionaries
see OLYMPIC, page 8
We welcome letters to the editor.  Please limit your letters to 
200 words or less and sign your letters with your full name and 
relationship to Cedarville University.  All letters are subject to 
editing.  Send letters to cedars@cedarville.edu
        
  
--Grant Goodman--
  Staff Writer
 -SLAUGHTERED- The Ohio State Buckeyes, by the University of South-
ern California, 35-3, on September 13. The game, billed as a prelude to the national 
championship, saw USC remain the number one team in the nation while OSU slipped 
to 14th in the polls.
 -RETIRING- Shaquille O’Neal after the remaining two years of his contract 
are up, says the four time world champion. O’Neal has been a mainstay in the league 
for 16 years.
 -FIRED- Milwaukee Brewers manager Ned Yost with twelve games left in 
the regular season. Yost’s team was tied for the National League’s wild card spot at the 
time of the fi ring but had lost eleven of its last fourteen games. Milwaukee has since 
slid out of the wild card spot.
 -TORN- His left MCL and ACL, Tom Brady, knocking the New England 
Patriots quarterback out for the season. His recovery is expected to take up to nine 
months.
 -BLOWN OUT- Notre Dame coach Charlie Weis’ knee, after being hit on the 
sideline by one of his own players. After undergoing surgery to repair torn ligaments, 
Weis is not expected to miss any games.
 -WORRIED- Tennessee Titan’s quarterback Vince Young’s therapist, ac-
cording to a Nashville Police report, after the former rookie of the year “mentioned sui-
cide.” Young was missing for a time before being located, then debriefed and released 
by police.
 -SOLD OUT- Season tickets for the newly transported NBA franchise, the 
Oklahoma City Thunder, in only fi ve days.
 -JUSTIFIED- The Packers decision to keep him instead of Brett Favre, 
Aaron Rodgers. He has thrown for 796 yards, four touchdown passes, no interceptions 
and a 102.9 QB rating, eighth best in the league. Favre has thrown for 375 yards in 
comparison, ranking 29th.
 -EMBARRASSSED- UCLA, by BYU on September 13, 59-0. The Bruins 
rushed for nine yards and turned the ball over four times after defeating Tennessee a 
week earlier, 27-24, in overtime. It was their worst loss in 75 years.
 -UNDER WAY- The WNBA playoffs, which began September 18. Number 
one seed Detroit will attempt to reach the fi nals for the third consecutive year.
 -FINED- Number two overall pick in the 2008 NBA draft, Michael Beasley, 
$50,000, for his involvement in an incident that saw fellow rookies Mario Chalmers 
and Darrell Arthur thrown out of the NBA’s rookie transition program. Chalmers and 
Arthur violated program rules and were also fi ned $20,000.
 -CLOSED- The gates of Yankee Stadium, for the last time, September 21. 
The House That Ruth Built saw 85 years of baseball history played out on its fi eld and 
will be replaced by the new Yankee Stadium, a $1.9 billion project in the South Bronx.
  
Cleveland’s 
Corner
Chris “Cleveland” Harmon
--Staff Writer--
 Dark horses. Sleeper teams. Cin-
derellas. Call them what you want, but ex-
perts try to pick them out every year. Yes, 
we are only a few weeks into the season, 
but already, certain teams are starting to 
stand out from the others. In my mind, 
there are two teams right now that could 
be dark horses heading into the playoffs. 
My sleeper from the AFC is the Buffalo 
Bills. For those of you that laugh thinking 
of the Bills that haven’t seen the playoffs 
since 1999, I say go look at the roster. 
Marshawn Lynch is an incredible running 
back, possibly one of the best in the NFL.
 Trent Edwards is a solid quar-
terback that has led each game in pass-
ing yards. He isn’t amazing, but he will 
give Buffalo a chance to win each week. 
Lee Evans has been a consistent wide 
receiver and James Hardy, a rookie out 
of Indiana, might be one of the bet-
ter receivers you’ve never heard of. 
I haven’t even started talking about the 
defense — it features Donte Whitner at 
safety and Paul Posluszny at linebacker. 
If that’s not enough to convince you, how 
about the fact that Buffalo’s defense ranks 
fi fth in the league for yards allowed? 
Finally, look at their schedule. They 
will end up playing Miami twice this 
year, and they get to beat up on the 
Rams and the Raiders. Watch for Buf-
falo to make some noise in the AFC. 
 Now, as for the NFC, I look for 
the Carolina Panthers to be the surprise 
team. In case you haven’t heard about the 
Panthers recently, don’t feel bad; there 
hasn’t been a reason to pay attention. 
Jake Delhomme is back as quarterback 
for the Panthers after suffering a season-
ending injury last year. He went through 
Tommy-John surgery and was cleared to 
play, but questions about whether or not 
he had the ability to start for the Pan-
thers arose. He has silenced critics while 
leading the team to an early 2-1 record. 
In addition to that, receiver Steve 
Smith is expected to return in week 
three, which is only good news. They 
are dealing with the problem of hav-
ing two solid running backs, DeAn-
gelo Williams and Jonathan Stewart, 
who are both talented enough to start.
  I look at the defense and, other 
than Julius Peppers and Chris Gamble, 
there aren’t any standout players; yet, 
they are fi nding ways to stop offenses 
from scoring. Now, take a look at their 
schedule and you’ll see they play in a very 
weak conference where they could eas-
ily go 4-2 or even 5-1. Add in two games 
against Detroit and Oakland and you have 
a very good recipe for a playoff team. 
Keep an eye on these two teams as 
the season goes by, and you might 
be surprised at how well they ac-
tually do as the season fi nishes. 
Sarah Hoffman
--Staff Writer--
 
 With the household names 
of Reese, Slagle and Hartman gone 
from the athletic department di-
rectory, one might wonder who 
could possibly fi ll the positions. 
Pete Reese invested 20 years of his 
life into Cedarville, the latter 10 serv-
ing as athletic director. Ray Slagle 
poured eight years into the men’s bas-
ketball program as head coach, while 
former three-sport Lady Jacket stand-
out and hall-of-famer Melissa Hart-
man coached Cedarville’s volleyball 
team in some capacity for four years. 
 Of the three newcomers, only one 
is actually new to Cedarville. The volley-
ball team’s interim coach, Doug Walters, 
fi rst heard of Cedarville while coaching 
high school. Through research, he found 
Cedarville and “quickly fell in love with 
the Christ-centered focus of the univer-
sity and its mission for equipping stu-
dents to serve Christ and reach the lost.” 
Walters believes God has used the past 
11 years of his life to prepare him for 
his opportunity at Cedarville, and he 
is excited to live out God’s will here.
 Along with that excitement, 
Walters brings 14 years of coaching ex-
perience to this highly successful pro-
gram. During those 14 years, he led high 
school teams to three top ten rankings, 
and founded, directed and coached for 
the Greater Miami Volleyball Club — a 
Junior Olympic organization. 
 Accompanying experience 
is a positive, upbeat coaching style 
that focuses on encouraging, accom-
plishments and minimizing mistakes. 
However, it is clear that his focus in 
coaching is simply to use volleyball to 
guide his players in their spiritual walk 
and equip them for Christian service.
 A familiar face in the men’s 
basketball program for the last eight 
years, Pat Estepp, is stepping into 
the head coach position after serv-
ing as Slagle’s assistant coach. While 
the Cedarville alumnus has never 
served as a head coach, his 11 years 
of coaching experience and familiar-
ity with the team will aid his transition. 
 While his philosophy of coach-
ing differs little from Slagle’s, the 
team will experience a more intense 
style with Estepp at the helm. He has 
extremely high expectations for this 
year’s team, which is returning nine 
of its top ten players from last year. 
 In addition to a new head 
coach, the program also has a new as-
sistant coach, Jason Beschta, a 2001 
graduate and standout basketball play-
er at Bryan College. Estepp explains 
that Beschta will be concentrating on 
individual skills, strength and condi-
tioning and recruiting. Estepp praises 
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Cedarville to the “Back to Jerusa-
lem” movement in which the Chinese 
church is sending missionaries of 
their own out into the countries that 
lie between China and Israel. These 
are some of the most diffi cult coun-
tries for western missionaries to enter.
Despite the ban on team 
chaplains at the Games, one American 
sports team reached out to their Chi-
nese competitors in a time of prayer 
and worship together during an exhibi-
tion game. It seems that China is hear-
ing the story of Christ and believing. 
But while there is certainly 
a need for missionaries, the need 
is for those who will stay with the 
Chinese people to teach and disciple 
them.  They do not need missionar-
ies who only pop in and out without 
leaving lasting effects.  Many times 
these short-term missions teams are 
ignorant of how their actions might 
affect the blossoming church’s 
reputation in China.  It may very 
well be the largest Christian coun-
try by the middle of this century. 
From OLYMPIC, page 7
-- Danny Johnson --
Staff Writer
The drama of politicking is in 
full swing. The messiah-fi gure Barack 
Obama has managed to woo the party 
faithful and energize the college-aged 
demographic. Obama’s spectacular 
speech in front of 75,000 excited fol-
lowers looking for a “change they can 
believe in” put the cherry on top of his 
bid for nomination.
Then, seemingly out of no-
where, the comparatively stale McCain 
campaign catapulted the tantalizingly 
wholesome freshman Alaska gover-
nor Sarah Palin into the national lime-
light by awarding her the vice presi-
dential nomination on the GOP ticket. 
So the theatrics are fi rst-rate, 
but where is this soap opera taking our 
policy? Many voters have a one-dimen-
sional view in supporting a candidate 
such as, “he is pro-life, so I’m voting 
for him,” or “at least he’s not Bush.”
But they do not have a ho-
listic understanding of the process 
or the candidate. Blind political ide-
ology is the reason for our lack of 
progress in government and society. 
Take noble George as a case 
study. George W. Bush promised less 
taxes and regulations for businesses 
and was unashamedly pro-life, two de-
fi ning tenets of conservative, small-
government folk in the United States.
When Bush took offi ce the num-
ber of abortions was at a two decade low 
following a 17.4 percent decrease during 
the 1990s. In comparison to the trend that 
could have continued since the begin-
ning of the 1990s, 52,000 more abortions 
occurred in the United States in 2002. 
Pro-life doesn’t always equal 
more lives—especially when two-
thirds of the mothers cite “inability to 
afford child” as a main reason to abort 
the baby. Thus, economy and health-
care are inextricably tied to abortion. 
Now, the government’s lack of 
oversight on the mortgage industry has 
forced the Federal Reserve to put aside 
almost $185 billion to protect Fannie Mae 
and Freddie Mac’s collective housing 
fanny. The government is also support-
ing the nationalization of America’s larg-
est insurance company, AIG. And thus 
dies our dreams for small government.
More abortions, more debt and 
fewer jobs are not exactly what con-
servatives had in mind when they hit 
the polls in droves.  Though it might 
surprise ideologues, we all want fewer 
abortions, less debt and more jobs, re-
gardless of our political differences. 
Bush gets the brunt of this criti-
cism simply because he is the president. 
This isn’t an attack against conserva-
tism; rather, it is an indictment against 
those who would have one party win 
rather than America benefi t as a whole. 
Sustainable solutions require a 
post-ideological, pragmatic approach to 
the problems that plague Americans.  On 
many levels, this election allows the vot-
er to do just that. Both the reformist GOP 
candidate and the new blood Democrat 
have relatively bipartisan credentials, 
particularly through bill co-sponsorships 
with members of the opposing party. 
While the media outlets hype 
up the entertainment spectacle of the 
race, take a markedly critical and post-
partisan approach. Listen to the debates, 
ignore the “(D)” and the “(R)” after the 
names, and think holistically. Force the 
two parties to come after your vote and 
listen to your concerns: demand biparti-
san solutions, not ideological humdrum.
Join the Post-Partisan Conspiracy
-- Sarah Jones --
Staff Writer
Crazy, Psycho, Nuts–you’ve 
heard all of these words, or maybe 
used them yourself. But in 1990, 
Congress established the week of 
Oct. 5-11 as Mental Illness Aware-
ness Week in order to destroy the ste-
reotype behind those familiar words.
Sponsored by the National Al-
liance on Mental Illness (NAMI), this 
week is intended to raise awareness 
about the prevalence of mental illness. 
In fact, NAMI estimates that mental ill-
nesses like schizophrenia, bipolar disor-
der and obsessive-compulsive disorder 
affect one out of fi ve American families.
Chances are that you either 
know or are related to somebody with 
a mental illness. If not, let me introduce 
myself: My name is Sarah Jones, and I 
am bipolar and obsessive-compulsive.
My diagnosis was not entirely 
unexpected. My family has a history 
of mental illness, and I grew up with 
the unspoken understanding that one 
day I too might inherit that history. 
I have lived with my diagnosis 
for fi ve years now, and am intimately 
acquainted with the stigma that sur-
rounds mental illness. Stigma isn’t al-
ways intentional. When you call your-
self obsessive-compulsive because you 
like to organize your pencils, that’s stig-
ma, and it’s a slap in the face to those 
who really are obsessive-compulsive.
Making jokes about sui-
cide is practicing stigma. Your harm-
less intentions take a back seat to the 
pain your jokes and comments cause. 
However, stigma can take 
more serious forms, especially in the 
Christian community. I have encoun-
tered some Christians who believe that 
mental illness is a result of sin or de-
mon possession and others who be-
lieve that mental illness is nothing but a 
myth manufactured by a secular medi-
cal community in order to excuse sin. 
The most painful instances of stigma I 
have experienced have been at the hands 
of individuals who believed these lies. 
Mental illness is real. It re-
quires medication, not exorcism. It 
merits compassion, not condemnation.
Dr. Kay Redfi eld Jamison is 
a psychiatrist who suffers from bi-
polar disorder. “It is an illness that is 
biological in its origins,” she writes. 
“I am fortunate in having received 
the best medical care available.” 
My illness substantially com-
plicates my life. If I forget my medi-
cation even once, I could be facing a 
day of crushing depression or racing 
thoughts. The relentless whispers of 
anxiety could send me running back 
to my room, imprisoning me there 
more effectively than any warden. 
During the week of Oct. 5-11, I 
encourage you to pray for the mentally 
ill. Pray for us to have the strength to 
continue our battles. Pray for the home-
less that suffer from mental illness and 
are ignored by our health care system. 
Pray for the families of the mentally 
ill, especially for the families of those 
who have lost their lives to their illness.
And, if you are reading this 
and believe you may have a mental 
illness, remember that there is hope. 
No matter how long the night may 
seem, the morning will always come. 
Revealing the Black Dog Letter from 
the Editor
A rattlesnake came home to his brood and said: “My children, gather 
about and receive your father’s last blessing, and see how a 
Christian dies.”
“What ails you, Father?” asked the Small Snakes.
“I have been bitten by the editor of a Partisan journal,” was the 
reply, accompanied by the ominous death-rattle.
Ambrose Bierce’s moral is, of course, that biased journalism can kill a 
person (or a rattlesnake). Cedars strives to be an impartial publication.
For example, I am pro-Apple computers. Although I don’t want to force 
my opinion on you, I can at least voice it in the Viewpoints section of this 
established publication. But you can voice your pro-PC stance, too. 
That’s the beauty of Viewpoints: we are a non-partisan melting pot of 
ideas. We think that this stimulates growth and strengthens the ability to 
understand what you believe, enabling you to defend those beliefs. 
Cedarville University emphasizes the importance of worldviews. Thus we 
should constantly examine and critique other ideas. It is through clash, 
debate, and thought-provoking journalism that the mind is stretched, and 
strengthened. The discovery of truth depends on it.
Send us your feedback so we can discourse together. 
I’m looking forward to it.
Rebecca High,
Viewpoints Editor
“But the peculiar evil of silencing the expression of an opinion is 
that it is robbing the human race . . . If the opinion is right, they are 
deprived of the opportunity of exchanging error for truth: if wrong, 
they lose . . . the clearer perception and livelier impression of truth, 
produced by its collision with error.”
- J.S. Mill
CU Highlights
Devin Babcock
 --Sports Editor--
BADERTSCHER, T.J.- The sopho-
more cross country runner fi nished 
fi rst overall at the Wittenberg Invite, 
Sept. 6. He led a team that took 13 
of the top 15 places in a dominating 
performance to open the season.
SHEERS, SARAH- The senior vol-
leyball captain leads the team with 
358 assists, including a season-best 
42 against Indiana-Southeast on Aug. 
22. She helps a guide a squad that 
has started the season 7-3, including 
a strong second place showing at the 
Madonna Invitational Sept. 6.
NIEMIEC, MATT- The sophomore 
forward leads the Jacket’s soccer 
team in goals with fi ve. He accounts 
for most of the team’s scoring. At 
2-6-1, the Jackets will look to their 
offensive players for a boost as the 
season continues.
SANTOS, NICOLE- The senior 
cross country leader fi nished sec-
ond overall at both meets so far this 
season, pacing the NAIA #1 Lady 
Jackets to victories in each race. The 
team had fi ve runners in the top eight 
in both meets.
WISE, KELLY- The junior forward 
has scored eleven goals in eight games, 
including a record-tying four goal explosion against Malone on Sept. 13. She 
leads a team that has started the season 7-1 and looks to continue its domi-
nance against Walsh on Sept. 27. 
BROOKER, JUD- The senior cross country captain took third overall at the 
Friendship Invite, Sept. 20. He helped lead a team that placed six runners in 
the top twelve.
HUSAK, KYLEE- The sophomore volleyball player leads the team with 
116 kills through 10 matches. She also leads the team in blocks, with 52 of 
the team’s 73. Husak leads a front line of attackers looking to return the Lady 
Jackets to the NCCAA championships.
Player Profile:
Matt   
Silveira
  -- Elisabeth Feucht --
      Staff Writer
 The average college student has 
a busy weekly schedule fi lled with pa-
pers, exams, reading assignments and 
projects, not to mention meetings for an 
organization or ministry, Bible studies, 
and maybe even time for a job. For the Ce-
darville athlete, add in a few hours a day 
for practice, lifting, training, plus trav-
eling on weekends for games or meets. 
For senior cross country runner Matt 
Silveira, there’s even more than 
that: Matt has been married for a 
little over two years, and on Sept. 
25, he expects to become a father. 
 Most of us can’t even imag-
ine starting a family while still be-
ing in college, but Matt says he 
wouldn’t have it any other way. 
“Being married to my wonderfully amaz-
ing wife Megan and starting a family 
with her has been such an unbelievably 
wonderful experience,” Matt shared. 
He and Megan met at the end of their se-
nior year in high school and began to date 
after prom. Seven months later they were 
engaged, just before Christmas of 2005, 
and on June 19, 2006, just after their fresh-
man year of college, they were married. 
 How does he do it? Matt says that 
running cross country and track requires 
signifi cant time and commitment, but that 
his family always takes a higher priority. 
“With all my responsibilities, good 
time management is essential to suc-
ceed in school, running and family life.” 
His wife is a huge support, too. “She tries 
to be very patient and understanding of 
things I have to do. One thing that she 
does that I really appreciate is frequent-
ly reminding me of what really matters 
in life, which for me is God and family.” 
Matt also shared that since there 
are so many things he’d like to 
do in life and so little time, hav-
ing your priorities right is important. 
“For me, it’s better to spend a little less 
time in my studies than to neglect time 
with my wife. Also, it’s important to 
take advantage of the academic help 
offered at Cedarville. Any classes that 
I have trouble in, I get a tutor, which 
helps me to study more effectively.” 
 When things get pushed to 
the limit and become frustrating and 
stressful, the main thing that gets Matt 
through is knowing that God is go-
ing to take care of him and his family. 
“When things got tough for us, God has 
always provided for our needs and lets 
us know everything’s going to be okay. 
Trusting in God gets me through it all.” 
Matt also added that since fi nding out he 
and Megan would be parents, his per-
spective on many things has changed. 
“The responsibility of being parents has 
really humbled us to fully trust in God.” 
 Around Sept. 25, 2008, Matt and 
his wife will welcome their baby home. 
Matt shared that Megan is doing well and 
enjoying pregnancy, and both are excit-
ed to be parents to their son or daughter. 
 When asked what some of 
Matt’s goals were for his fi nal cross-
country season, he simply replied, 
“To run my best and help others on 
the team run to their full potential.” 
Last season, Matt appeared in seven 
varsity cross country meets and placed 
among the team’s top seven  in six 
meets. He fi nished 14th of 58 runners in 
the Jacket’s fi rst race this season, help-
ing CU to a fi rst place fi nish against 
Wittenberg University, Wilmington 
College, and Muskingum College. 
After graduation, Matt said he and 
his family will probably stay in the 
area since they bought a house last 
October. He’d like to go to graduate 
school, and eventually would like to 
turn his biology degree into a career 
in ecosystem restoration.  
“Sports is the toy department of life”
   - Howard Cosell
Readers~
 Thanks for taking the time to read through this fi rst edition of Cedars. This year I have the opportunity to lead my favorite section of this paper, Sports. This 
job gives me the chance to combine my love of sports with the joy I fi nd in getting paid to talk about sports.
 This year’s Sports section will combine the idea of sports as entertainment and diversion with the serious nature of this publication. I have two goals for 
this year’s section. One, I’d like to make sure we focus more on the stories that matter to you, the Cedarville student. This year we will emphasize the stories that are 
relevant to life on campus. 
 My second goal is lighter in nature: I want to make this section more fun. This year’s Xtra Points has changed format, covering more stories, more concisely. 
We’re adding the Cedarville Sports Box, a chance to see who’s doing what for which team. This year will also feature a new style of article for this section: the Sports 
Opinion piece. This fi rst issue includes an article from Chris “Cleveland” Harmon, Cedarville’s premiere sports fanatic.
 As the year progresses, look forward to seeing fresh things in the Sports section. Feel free to send your feedback in to Cedars.   
                  Devin,
Sports Editor
Letter from the editor
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Cedarville to the “Back to Jerusa-
lem” movement in which the Chinese 
church is sending missionaries of 
their own out into the countries that 
lie between China and Israel. These 
are some of the most diffi cult coun-
tries for western missionaries to enter.
Despite the ban on team 
chaplains at the Games, one American 
sports team reached out to their Chi-
nese competitors in a time of prayer 
and worship together during an exhibi-
tion game. It seems that China is hear-
ing the story of Christ and believing. 
But while there is certainly 
a need for missionaries, the need 
is for those who will stay with the 
Chinese people to teach and disciple 
them.  They do not need missionar-
ies who only pop in and out without 
leaving lasting effects.  Many times 
these short-term missions teams are 
ignorant of how their actions might 
affect the blossoming church’s 
reputation in China.  It may very 
well be the largest Christian coun-
try by the middle of this century. 
From OLYMPIC, page 7
-- Danny Johnson --
Staff Writer
The drama of politicking is in 
full swing. The messiah-fi gure Barack 
Obama has managed to woo the party 
faithful and energize the college-aged 
demographic. Obama’s spectacular 
speech in front of 75,000 excited fol-
lowers looking for a “change they can 
believe in” put the cherry on top of his 
bid for nomination.
Then, seemingly out of no-
where, the comparatively stale McCain 
campaign catapulted the tantalizingly 
wholesome freshman Alaska gover-
nor Sarah Palin into the national lime-
light by awarding her the vice presi-
dential nomination on the GOP ticket. 
So the theatrics are fi rst-rate, 
but where is this soap opera taking our 
policy? Many voters have a one-dimen-
sional view in supporting a candidate 
such as, “he is pro-life, so I’m voting 
for him,” or “at least he’s not Bush.”
But they do not have a ho-
listic understanding of the process 
or the candidate. Blind political ide-
ology is the reason for our lack of 
progress in government and society. 
Take noble George as a case 
study. George W. Bush promised less 
taxes and regulations for businesses 
and was unashamedly pro-life, two de-
fi ning tenets of conservative, small-
government folk in the United States.
When Bush took offi ce the num-
ber of abortions was at a two decade low 
following a 17.4 percent decrease during 
the 1990s. In comparison to the trend that 
could have continued since the begin-
ning of the 1990s, 52,000 more abortions 
occurred in the United States in 2002. 
Pro-life doesn’t always equal 
more lives—especially when two-
thirds of the mothers cite “inability to 
afford child” as a main reason to abort 
the baby. Thus, economy and health-
care are inextricably tied to abortion. 
Now, the government’s lack of 
oversight on the mortgage industry has 
forced the Federal Reserve to put aside 
almost $185 billion to protect Fannie Mae 
and Freddie Mac’s collective housing 
fanny. The government is also support-
ing the nationalization of America’s larg-
est insurance company, AIG. And thus 
dies our dreams for small government.
More abortions, more debt and 
fewer jobs are not exactly what con-
servatives had in mind when they hit 
the polls in droves.  Though it might 
surprise ideologues, we all want fewer 
abortions, less debt and more jobs, re-
gardless of our political differences. 
Bush gets the brunt of this criti-
cism simply because he is the president. 
This isn’t an attack against conserva-
tism; rather, it is an indictment against 
those who would have one party win 
rather than America benefi t as a whole. 
Sustainable solutions require a 
post-ideological, pragmatic approach to 
the problems that plague Americans.  On 
many levels, this election allows the vot-
er to do just that. Both the reformist GOP 
candidate and the new blood Democrat 
have relatively bipartisan credentials, 
particularly through bill co-sponsorships 
with members of the opposing party. 
While the media outlets hype 
up the entertainment spectacle of the 
race, take a markedly critical and post-
partisan approach. Listen to the debates, 
ignore the “(D)” and the “(R)” after the 
names, and think holistically. Force the 
two parties to come after your vote and 
listen to your concerns: demand biparti-
san solutions, not ideological humdrum.
Join the Post-Partisan Conspiracy
-- Sarah Jones --
Staff Writer
Crazy, Psycho, Nuts–you’ve 
heard all of these words, or maybe 
used them yourself. But in 1990, 
Congress established the week of 
Oct. 5-11 as Mental Illness Aware-
ness Week in order to destroy the ste-
reotype behind those familiar words.
Sponsored by the National Al-
liance on Mental Illness (NAMI), this 
week is intended to raise awareness 
about the prevalence of mental illness. 
In fact, NAMI estimates that mental ill-
nesses like schizophrenia, bipolar disor-
der and obsessive-compulsive disorder 
affect one out of fi ve American families.
Chances are that you either 
know or are related to somebody with 
a mental illness. If not, let me introduce 
myself: My name is Sarah Jones, and I 
am bipolar and obsessive-compulsive.
My diagnosis was not entirely 
unexpected. My family has a history 
of mental illness, and I grew up with 
the unspoken understanding that one 
day I too might inherit that history. 
I have lived with my diagnosis 
for fi ve years now, and am intimately 
acquainted with the stigma that sur-
rounds mental illness. Stigma isn’t al-
ways intentional. When you call your-
self obsessive-compulsive because you 
like to organize your pencils, that’s stig-
ma, and it’s a slap in the face to those 
who really are obsessive-compulsive.
Making jokes about sui-
cide is practicing stigma. Your harm-
less intentions take a back seat to the 
pain your jokes and comments cause. 
However, stigma can take 
more serious forms, especially in the 
Christian community. I have encoun-
tered some Christians who believe that 
mental illness is a result of sin or de-
mon possession and others who be-
lieve that mental illness is nothing but a 
myth manufactured by a secular medi-
cal community in order to excuse sin. 
The most painful instances of stigma I 
have experienced have been at the hands 
of individuals who believed these lies. 
Mental illness is real. It re-
quires medication, not exorcism. It 
merits compassion, not condemnation.
Dr. Kay Redfi eld Jamison is 
a psychiatrist who suffers from bi-
polar disorder. “It is an illness that is 
biological in its origins,” she writes. 
“I am fortunate in having received 
the best medical care available.” 
My illness substantially com-
plicates my life. If I forget my medi-
cation even once, I could be facing a 
day of crushing depression or racing 
thoughts. The relentless whispers of 
anxiety could send me running back 
to my room, imprisoning me there 
more effectively than any warden. 
During the week of Oct. 5-11, I 
encourage you to pray for the mentally 
ill. Pray for us to have the strength to 
continue our battles. Pray for the home-
less that suffer from mental illness and 
are ignored by our health care system. 
Pray for the families of the mentally 
ill, especially for the families of those 
who have lost their lives to their illness.
And, if you are reading this 
and believe you may have a mental 
illness, remember that there is hope. 
No matter how long the night may 
seem, the morning will always come. 
Revealing the Black Dog Letter from 
the Editor
A rattlesnake came home to his brood and said: “My children, gather 
about and receive your father’s last blessing, and see how a 
Christian dies.”
“What ails you, Father?” asked the Small Snakes.
“I have been bitten by the editor of a Partisan journal,” was the 
reply, accompanied by the ominous death-rattle.
Ambrose Bierce’s moral is, of course, that biased journalism can kill a 
person (or a rattlesnake). Cedars strives to be an impartial publication.
For example, I am pro-Apple computers. Although I don’t want to force 
my opinion on you, I can at least voice it in the Viewpoints section of this 
established publication. But you can voice your pro-PC stance, too. 
That’s the beauty of Viewpoints: we are a non-partisan melting pot of 
ideas. We think that this stimulates growth and strengthens the ability to 
understand what you believe, enabling you to defend those beliefs. 
Cedarville University emphasizes the importance of worldviews. Thus we 
should constantly examine and critique other ideas. It is through clash, 
debate, and thought-provoking journalism that the mind is stretched, and 
strengthened. The discovery of truth depends on it.
Send us your feedback so we can discourse together. 
I’m looking forward to it.
Rebecca High,
Viewpoints Editor
“But the peculiar evil of silencing the expression of an opinion is 
that it is robbing the human race . . . If the opinion is right, they are 
deprived of the opportunity of exchanging error for truth: if wrong, 
they lose . . . the clearer perception and livelier impression of truth, 
produced by its collision with error.”
- J.S. Mill
CU Highlights
Devin Babcock
 --Sports Editor--
BADERTSCHER, T.J.- The sopho-
more cross country runner fi nished 
fi rst overall at the Wittenberg Invite, 
Sept. 6. He led a team that took 13 
of the top 15 places in a dominating 
performance to open the season.
SHEERS, SARAH- The senior vol-
leyball captain leads the team with 
358 assists, including a season-best 
42 against Indiana-Southeast on Aug. 
22. She helps a guide a squad that 
has started the season 7-3, including 
a strong second place showing at the 
Madonna Invitational Sept. 6.
NIEMIEC, MATT- The sophomore 
forward leads the Jacket’s soccer 
team in goals with fi ve. He accounts 
for most of the team’s scoring. At 
2-6-1, the Jackets will look to their 
offensive players for a boost as the 
season continues.
SANTOS, NICOLE- The senior 
cross country leader fi nished sec-
ond overall at both meets so far this 
season, pacing the NAIA #1 Lady 
Jackets to victories in each race. The 
team had fi ve runners in the top eight 
in both meets.
WISE, KELLY- The junior forward 
has scored eleven goals in eight games, 
including a record-tying four goal explosion against Malone on Sept. 13. She 
leads a team that has started the season 7-1 and looks to continue its domi-
nance against Walsh on Sept. 27. 
BROOKER, JUD- The senior cross country captain took third overall at the 
Friendship Invite, Sept. 20. He helped lead a team that placed six runners in 
the top twelve.
HUSAK, KYLEE- The sophomore volleyball player leads the team with 
116 kills through 10 matches. She also leads the team in blocks, with 52 of 
the team’s 73. Husak leads a front line of attackers looking to return the Lady 
Jackets to the NCCAA championships.
Player Profile:
Matt   
Silveira
  -- Elisabeth Feucht --
      Staff Writer
 The average college student has 
a busy weekly schedule fi lled with pa-
pers, exams, reading assignments and 
projects, not to mention meetings for an 
organization or ministry, Bible studies, 
and maybe even time for a job. For the Ce-
darville athlete, add in a few hours a day 
for practice, lifting, training, plus trav-
eling on weekends for games or meets. 
For senior cross country runner Matt 
Silveira, there’s even more than 
that: Matt has been married for a 
little over two years, and on Sept. 
25, he expects to become a father. 
 Most of us can’t even imag-
ine starting a family while still be-
ing in college, but Matt says he 
wouldn’t have it any other way. 
“Being married to my wonderfully amaz-
ing wife Megan and starting a family 
with her has been such an unbelievably 
wonderful experience,” Matt shared. 
He and Megan met at the end of their se-
nior year in high school and began to date 
after prom. Seven months later they were 
engaged, just before Christmas of 2005, 
and on June 19, 2006, just after their fresh-
man year of college, they were married. 
 How does he do it? Matt says that 
running cross country and track requires 
signifi cant time and commitment, but that 
his family always takes a higher priority. 
“With all my responsibilities, good 
time management is essential to suc-
ceed in school, running and family life.” 
His wife is a huge support, too. “She tries 
to be very patient and understanding of 
things I have to do. One thing that she 
does that I really appreciate is frequent-
ly reminding me of what really matters 
in life, which for me is God and family.” 
Matt also shared that since there 
are so many things he’d like to 
do in life and so little time, hav-
ing your priorities right is important. 
“For me, it’s better to spend a little less 
time in my studies than to neglect time 
with my wife. Also, it’s important to 
take advantage of the academic help 
offered at Cedarville. Any classes that 
I have trouble in, I get a tutor, which 
helps me to study more effectively.” 
 When things get pushed to 
the limit and become frustrating and 
stressful, the main thing that gets Matt 
through is knowing that God is go-
ing to take care of him and his family. 
“When things got tough for us, God has 
always provided for our needs and lets 
us know everything’s going to be okay. 
Trusting in God gets me through it all.” 
Matt also added that since fi nding out he 
and Megan would be parents, his per-
spective on many things has changed. 
“The responsibility of being parents has 
really humbled us to fully trust in God.” 
 Around Sept. 25, 2008, Matt and 
his wife will welcome their baby home. 
Matt shared that Megan is doing well and 
enjoying pregnancy, and both are excit-
ed to be parents to their son or daughter. 
 When asked what some of 
Matt’s goals were for his fi nal cross-
country season, he simply replied, 
“To run my best and help others on 
the team run to their full potential.” 
Last season, Matt appeared in seven 
varsity cross country meets and placed 
among the team’s top seven  in six 
meets. He fi nished 14th of 58 runners in 
the Jacket’s fi rst race this season, help-
ing CU to a fi rst place fi nish against 
Wittenberg University, Wilmington 
College, and Muskingum College. 
After graduation, Matt said he and 
his family will probably stay in the 
area since they bought a house last 
October. He’d like to go to graduate 
school, and eventually would like to 
turn his biology degree into a career 
in ecosystem restoration.  
“Sports is the toy department of life”
   - Howard Cosell
Readers~
 Thanks for taking the time to read through this fi rst edition of Cedars. This year I have the opportunity to lead my favorite section of this paper, Sports. This 
job gives me the chance to combine my love of sports with the joy I fi nd in getting paid to talk about sports.
 This year’s Sports section will combine the idea of sports as entertainment and diversion with the serious nature of this publication. I have two goals for 
this year’s section. One, I’d like to make sure we focus more on the stories that matter to you, the Cedarville student. This year we will emphasize the stories that are 
relevant to life on campus. 
 My second goal is lighter in nature: I want to make this section more fun. This year’s Xtra Points has changed format, covering more stories, more concisely. 
We’re adding the Cedarville Sports Box, a chance to see who’s doing what for which team. This year will also feature a new style of article for this section: the Sports 
Opinion piece. This fi rst issue includes an article from Chris “Cleveland” Harmon, Cedarville’s premiere sports fanatic.
 As the year progresses, look forward to seeing fresh things in the Sports section. Feel free to send your feedback in to Cedars.   
                  Devin,
Sports Editor
Letter from the editor
Photo Credit: Jonathan Moultroup
Photo Credit: Jonathan Moultroup
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-- Brandon Smith --
Staff Writer
Proverbs 22:7 serves as the 
foundation for several organizations 
currently seeking to educate Ameri-
ca about the Biblical perspective of 
debt and borrowing. These organiza-
tions parallel a national trend by col-
leges and universities to educate their 
students on how to manage money. 
“The plans of the diligent lead 
only to plenty, but everyone who is hasty 
comes only to poverty,” says Proverbs 21:5.
Recently Cedarville University 
hosted one of these educators: Crown 
Financial. But Cedarville should stress 
stewardship more regularly on campus.
The overall effort to in-
crease fi nancial education in America 
is growing. It may be working. For 
the fi rst time since 1982, per capi-
ta debt in America has decreased. 
People are eager to learn from 
their mistakes in fi nancial planning. 
NYTimes.com provides an interac-
tive graph, “The American Way of 
Debt” which shows that in the past 
twenty years per capita debt has more 
than doubled, due in part to credit 
cards but mainly to mortgage failure.
The most striking fi gure in the 
Times graph is that since the late 40’s 
and early 50’s, the average debt-per-
person has increased more than tenfold.
Granted, the Times persis-
tently adds its editorial slant to its 
news columns. But this is not the case 
with this particular graph. America is 
right to be frightened by these fi gures.
Many people think mortgag-
es and educational loans are “good” 
debt—taken on for things that appre-
ciate in value. But no one foresaw the 
mortgage/lending market’s collapse or 
the rising cost of education. However, 
both problems are current phenomena.
The Bible’s warnings against 
debt are relevant for all times and places. 
According to CU’s fi nancial aid 
offi ce, about 65 percent of all graduating 
seniors have loans.  It is relatively up-
lifting to hear that 35 percent of our fel-
low students somehow get through debt-
free. But what about those who don’t?
“Everybody at Cedarville is 
aware that we don’t have the scholarship 
dollars we would like,” acknowledges 
Fred Merritt, Director of Financial Aid. 
To qualify that, the Cedarville adminis-
tration only allows 15 percent of our tu-
ition dollars (“the operating budget”) to 
be directed back into University grants 
and scholarships. The nationwide average 
is about 35 percent according to Merritt.
The average loan debt upon 
graduation from CU, for those who 
“The rich rule over the poor, 
and the borrower is servant to 
the lender.”
have loans, is $17,000, Merritt said.
Cedarville University should 
take heed from the Bible’s teaching about 
the pitfalls of debt, and operate accord-
ingly. Rather than build new educational 
programs and infrastructure, we should 
turn all efforts, as a University, toward 
meeting the fi nancial needs of students.
At least $60 million has been 
spent on construction in the past 10-12 
years. Students and faculty now have 
everything they need except for the as-
surance that alumni will have a healthy 
and God-honoring fi nancial future.
So what if studies show that a 
pretty campus and scores of options draw 
students. In today’s environment, the 
public (and especially Christians) should 
take special notice of a college that 
makes minimizing student debt a priority.
The students, faculty and staff 
of this University love the Lord and 
are doing their best for His glory. The 
people here should use the gifts He’s 
given them to innovate in respon-
sible stewardship, regardless of how 
everyone else is running their col-
leges. Stewardship starts with money.
Put Your Money Where Your Mouth Is
-- Jason Erdmann --
Staff Writer
Not every college boasts a fami-
ly-oriented atmosphere. Cedarville Uni-
versity has a long history of academic 
excellence, Christian principles and in-
volvement in community and internation-
al ministry.   When Cedarville students 
and alumni are asked what their fondest 
memories include, they often think fi rst of 
the closeness that can only come with the 
family environment Cedarville brings. 
“Family” may not be the 
best way to describe a university:  a 
place focused on knowledge and edu-
cation.  But when the university is 
founded and centered on biblical truth 
it very much should be compared to 
a family, just as any body of believ-
ers should consider themselves family.
“For as the body is one, and 
has many members, and all the mem-
bers of the body, being many, are one 
body; so also is Christ.”  (1 Corinthi-
ans 12:12)   Cedarville is made up of 
many people: a Christ-following fac-
ulty, a bible-believing staff and spirit-
driven students.  It forms a body of 
believers: a Christ-centered family. 
Like all things, however, the Ce-
darville family is not perfect.  Despite the 
love that fl ows through the veins of this 
university, there will always be struggles.
It is the responsibility of 
the family to build up and encour-
age one another.  It is the priority 
of any member to support the fam-
ily wherever they can and not hurt it. 
It is so easy to jump to con-
clusions without all the information 
available.  This often leads to ru-
mors, and even accusations within 
the family.  It does not honor God 
to tear down a body from the in-
side out. God demands holiness, and 
where corrections can be made based 
on scripture, they should be made.
While God loves to see believ-
ers helping and correcting other be-
lievers, there is nothing He hates more 
then to see the opposite. Proverbs 6 
says, “There are six things which 
the LORD hates … A false witness 
who utters lies and one who spreads 
strife among brothers.” As a family 
of Christians, it is necessary for mem-
bers of the family to challenge each 
other to follow and live God’s Word. 
If there is any uncertainty in a 
matter, then use the one thing that is 
always certain: God’s Word.  Although 
this verse is frequently used, it is relevant 
to remember, “All Scripture is inspired 
by God and profi table for teaching, 
for reproof, for correction, for train-
ing in righteousness.” (2 Tim 3:16)  If 
there is anything to say to a follower of 
Christ, is should be said with the intent 
of encouragement through the Word.
The University Family
-- Rebekah Crabtree --
Staff Writer
Not everyone at the Beijing 
Olympics this summer was there for 
the sports thrills. Hundreds of mis-
sionaries slipped into China hoping 
for what the Southern Baptists called 
“a spiritual harvest unlike any other.” 
Christian groups from 
Pensacola, The South-
ern Baptist Convention, 
Youth With a Mission, 
and even surround-
ing countries such as 
Thailand fl ocked to 
the games. Some of 
these groups have been 
training for this event 
for the past four years.
Many people 
opposed these “pop-
in” missionaries, par-
ticularly the Chinese government 
which has banned missionaries for 
decades. Other groups such as the 
Fellowship of Christian Athletes 
were not impressed with this act of 
defi ance towards the Chinese gov-
ernment. Most notably, Franklin Gra-
ham commented that he did not support 
the illegal missionary work in China. 
“I believe we must be sensitive 
to and respectful of the local church and 
the impact we as outsiders could have 
on them,” said Graham. “We are guests 
in China and anything we do or say has 
a lasting effect on Chinese Christians 
that will be there long after the Olym-
pics when we are gone.”
While many do 
not think that govern-
ments can outlaw mis-
sions, others have found 
successful ways to spread 
the faith while follow-
ing government laws. 
Such “missionaries” go 
to teach English or pur-
sue some other function. 
Many go for years and 
develop lasting relation-
ships with the people. 
China, a country of 1.3 billion 
people, has a growing Christian popula-
tion.  Recently, Brother Yun introduced 
Olympic Missionaries
see OLYMPIC, page 8
We welcome letters to the editor.  Please limit your letters to 
200 words or less and sign your letters with your full name and 
relationship to Cedarville University.  All letters are subject to 
editing.  Send letters to cedars@cedarville.edu
        
  
--Grant Goodman--
  Staff Writer
 -SLAUGHTERED- The Ohio State Buckeyes, by the University of South-
ern California, 35-3, on September 13. The game, billed as a prelude to the national 
championship, saw USC remain the number one team in the nation while OSU slipped 
to 14th in the polls.
 -RETIRING- Shaquille O’Neal after the remaining two years of his contract 
are up, says the four time world champion. O’Neal has been a mainstay in the league 
for 16 years.
 -FIRED- Milwaukee Brewers manager Ned Yost with twelve games left in 
the regular season. Yost’s team was tied for the National League’s wild card spot at the 
time of the fi ring but had lost eleven of its last fourteen games. Milwaukee has since 
slid out of the wild card spot.
 -TORN- His left MCL and ACL, Tom Brady, knocking the New England 
Patriots quarterback out for the season. His recovery is expected to take up to nine 
months.
 -BLOWN OUT- Notre Dame coach Charlie Weis’ knee, after being hit on the 
sideline by one of his own players. After undergoing surgery to repair torn ligaments, 
Weis is not expected to miss any games.
 -WORRIED- Tennessee Titan’s quarterback Vince Young’s therapist, ac-
cording to a Nashville Police report, after the former rookie of the year “mentioned sui-
cide.” Young was missing for a time before being located, then debriefed and released 
by police.
 -SOLD OUT- Season tickets for the newly transported NBA franchise, the 
Oklahoma City Thunder, in only fi ve days.
 -JUSTIFIED- The Packers decision to keep him instead of Brett Favre, 
Aaron Rodgers. He has thrown for 796 yards, four touchdown passes, no interceptions 
and a 102.9 QB rating, eighth best in the league. Favre has thrown for 375 yards in 
comparison, ranking 29th.
 -EMBARRASSSED- UCLA, by BYU on September 13, 59-0. The Bruins 
rushed for nine yards and turned the ball over four times after defeating Tennessee a 
week earlier, 27-24, in overtime. It was their worst loss in 75 years.
 -UNDER WAY- The WNBA playoffs, which began September 18. Number 
one seed Detroit will attempt to reach the fi nals for the third consecutive year.
 -FINED- Number two overall pick in the 2008 NBA draft, Michael Beasley, 
$50,000, for his involvement in an incident that saw fellow rookies Mario Chalmers 
and Darrell Arthur thrown out of the NBA’s rookie transition program. Chalmers and 
Arthur violated program rules and were also fi ned $20,000.
 -CLOSED- The gates of Yankee Stadium, for the last time, September 21. 
The House That Ruth Built saw 85 years of baseball history played out on its fi eld and 
will be replaced by the new Yankee Stadium, a $1.9 billion project in the South Bronx.
  
Cleveland’s 
Corner
Chris “Cleveland” Harmon
--Staff Writer--
 Dark horses. Sleeper teams. Cin-
derellas. Call them what you want, but ex-
perts try to pick them out every year. Yes, 
we are only a few weeks into the season, 
but already, certain teams are starting to 
stand out from the others. In my mind, 
there are two teams right now that could 
be dark horses heading into the playoffs. 
My sleeper from the AFC is the Buffalo 
Bills. For those of you that laugh thinking 
of the Bills that haven’t seen the playoffs 
since 1999, I say go look at the roster. 
Marshawn Lynch is an incredible running 
back, possibly one of the best in the NFL.
 Trent Edwards is a solid quar-
terback that has led each game in pass-
ing yards. He isn’t amazing, but he will 
give Buffalo a chance to win each week. 
Lee Evans has been a consistent wide 
receiver and James Hardy, a rookie out 
of Indiana, might be one of the bet-
ter receivers you’ve never heard of. 
I haven’t even started talking about the 
defense — it features Donte Whitner at 
safety and Paul Posluszny at linebacker. 
If that’s not enough to convince you, how 
about the fact that Buffalo’s defense ranks 
fi fth in the league for yards allowed? 
Finally, look at their schedule. They 
will end up playing Miami twice this 
year, and they get to beat up on the 
Rams and the Raiders. Watch for Buf-
falo to make some noise in the AFC. 
 Now, as for the NFC, I look for 
the Carolina Panthers to be the surprise 
team. In case you haven’t heard about the 
Panthers recently, don’t feel bad; there 
hasn’t been a reason to pay attention. 
Jake Delhomme is back as quarterback 
for the Panthers after suffering a season-
ending injury last year. He went through 
Tommy-John surgery and was cleared to 
play, but questions about whether or not 
he had the ability to start for the Pan-
thers arose. He has silenced critics while 
leading the team to an early 2-1 record. 
In addition to that, receiver Steve 
Smith is expected to return in week 
three, which is only good news. They 
are dealing with the problem of hav-
ing two solid running backs, DeAn-
gelo Williams and Jonathan Stewart, 
who are both talented enough to start.
  I look at the defense and, other 
than Julius Peppers and Chris Gamble, 
there aren’t any standout players; yet, 
they are fi nding ways to stop offenses 
from scoring. Now, take a look at their 
schedule and you’ll see they play in a very 
weak conference where they could eas-
ily go 4-2 or even 5-1. Add in two games 
against Detroit and Oakland and you have 
a very good recipe for a playoff team. 
Keep an eye on these two teams as 
the season goes by, and you might 
be surprised at how well they ac-
tually do as the season fi nishes. 
Sarah Hoffman
--Staff Writer--
 
 With the household names 
of Reese, Slagle and Hartman gone 
from the athletic department di-
rectory, one might wonder who 
could possibly fi ll the positions. 
Pete Reese invested 20 years of his 
life into Cedarville, the latter 10 serv-
ing as athletic director. Ray Slagle 
poured eight years into the men’s bas-
ketball program as head coach, while 
former three-sport Lady Jacket stand-
out and hall-of-famer Melissa Hart-
man coached Cedarville’s volleyball 
team in some capacity for four years. 
 Of the three newcomers, only one 
is actually new to Cedarville. The volley-
ball team’s interim coach, Doug Walters, 
fi rst heard of Cedarville while coaching 
high school. Through research, he found 
Cedarville and “quickly fell in love with 
the Christ-centered focus of the univer-
sity and its mission for equipping stu-
dents to serve Christ and reach the lost.” 
Walters believes God has used the past 
11 years of his life to prepare him for 
his opportunity at Cedarville, and he 
is excited to live out God’s will here.
 Along with that excitement, 
Walters brings 14 years of coaching ex-
perience to this highly successful pro-
gram. During those 14 years, he led high 
school teams to three top ten rankings, 
and founded, directed and coached for 
the Greater Miami Volleyball Club — a 
Junior Olympic organization. 
 Accompanying experience 
is a positive, upbeat coaching style 
that focuses on encouraging, accom-
plishments and minimizing mistakes. 
However, it is clear that his focus in 
coaching is simply to use volleyball to 
guide his players in their spiritual walk 
and equip them for Christian service.
 A familiar face in the men’s 
basketball program for the last eight 
years, Pat Estepp, is stepping into 
the head coach position after serv-
ing as Slagle’s assistant coach. While 
the Cedarville alumnus has never 
served as a head coach, his 11 years 
of coaching experience and familiar-
ity with the team will aid his transition. 
 While his philosophy of coach-
ing differs little from Slagle’s, the 
team will experience a more intense 
style with Estepp at the helm. He has 
extremely high expectations for this 
year’s team, which is returning nine 
of its top ten players from last year. 
 In addition to a new head 
coach, the program also has a new as-
sistant coach, Jason Beschta, a 2001 
graduate and standout basketball play-
er at Bryan College. Estepp explains 
that Beschta will be concentrating on 
individual skills, strength and condi-
tioning and recruiting. Estepp praises 
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Senators Who Live 
in Glass Houses
-- Christen Price --
Staff Writer
Obama  supporters fl atter 
themselves that the Republican vice-
presidential nominee is equally vulner-
able to the criticism McCain supporters 
have lobbed at Obama:  lack of experi-
ence. Ironically, the one way in which 
inexperience could be redeeming—
being an outsider to the Washington 
culture—applies to Palin, not Obama. 
It is true that Americans do not 
always vote on experience.  It is not 
inexperience per se that poses a prob-
lem. It is inexperience harnessed to au-
dacity.  Sarah Palin’s big issues have 
been reform and spending, not chang-
ing the face of healthcare in America. 
Incidentally, the junior sena-
tor from Illinois is only in his fourth 
year in the U.S. Senate, and he is 
seeking the offi ce of president, not 
vice-president.  Another article in 
this issue argues that no one comes 
to the US presidency with suffi -
cient experience, but some candi-
Sarah Palin? LOL
-- Kevin Cole --
Staff Writer
For the last 18 months the GOP 
has been relentlessly pushing one main 
point: the need for national leaders 
who are experienced and not just great 
orators with soaring rhetoric and good 
looks. Senator McCain, stressing this 
point, insisted that he was experienced 
enough because, as he said: “I wasn’t a 
mayor for a short period of time. I wasn’t 
a governor for a short period of time.” 
The grand irony is, of course, 
that 11 months after those comments, 
McCain shot himself in the foot by se-
lecting a running mate who is exactly 
that: mayor for a short period of time (of 
a town barely larger than Cedarville), 
governor for a short period of time (of 
a state with fewer people than Colum-
bus) and whose good looks and soar-
ing rhetoric cannot hide the fact that 
Sarah Palin is wholly inexperienced. 
The reality is that nobody is truly 
experienced enough for the Presidency of 
the world’s only superpower. Voters, per-
haps sensing this instinctively, have rarely 
if ever voted on the basis of “experience.”
 Some individuals are, however, 
more prepared to handle the rigors of 
the presidency than others. Every single 
major player in this election — from 
Clinton to Romney to Huckabee, not 
to mention McCain and Obama — has 
some sort of combination of political 
savvy, probity, and intellectual acumen 
that marks them as viable public leaders.
All that is, except Sarah Pa-
lin, who is so ill-equipped for this 
job that even perpetual Republican 
cheerleaders Peggy Noonan and Da-
vid Brooks have been forced to decry 
McCain’s extremely ill-advised pick.
In fact, one wonders if perhaps 
McCain confused “Vice President” with 
“Press Secretary,” picking, as he did, a 
person entirely capable of eloquently par-
roting the party line but unable to articu-
late her own thoughts, let alone create and 
implement policy (or lead those doing so). 
More laughably, Palin is now 
running for a position about which she 
knows next to nothing. “What exactly 
is it that the Vice President does every 
day?” she queried in July. This ignorance 
was magnifi ed during her primetime in-
terview with Charles Gibson, where Pa-
lin looked more like a moose-caught-in-
the-headlights than a politician poised to 
assume the second most powerful elect-
ed position in our country. (Have you 
googled “Bush Doctrine” yet, Governor?) 
The critique of Palin was best 
summarized in August by none other 
than Karl Rove, Bush’s former bull-
dog advisor. Speaking of Gov. Tim 
Kaine (D-Virginia), Rove argued that 
being mayor of a few hundred thou-
sand people and then governor for only 
three years did not suffi ciently qualify 
Kaine to be Obama’s running mate.
Rove thought that picking some-
one like Kaine would be an “intensely po-
litical choice” that blatantly disregarded 
the need for a V.P. who would also be 
ready to assume the presidency. Because 
merely nineteen days later McCain chose, 
by Rove’s own standards, someone sig-
nifi cantly less qualifi ed than Kaine, we 
can only assume that Rove will be join-
ing Richard Cohen in stating the obvi-
ous: Palin is “shockingly unprepared.” 
dates are “more prepared to handle the 
rigors of the presidency than others.” 
But what, theoretically, prepares 
a person to “handle the rigors” of either 
offi ce?  Is it executive experience, per-
haps?   Senator Obama has none.  Pa-
lin’s tenure as governor has been short, 
granted, but she has twelve years of 
executive experience to Obama’s zero. 
Alaska may be sparsely popu-
lated, but as Newt Gingrich pointed out, 
the state has an $11 billion budget—
requiring signifi cantly more manage-
ment than Senator Obama’s budget 
(even while on the campaign trail). 
The state of Alaska, Gingrich further 
noted, has nearly 29,000 employees, 
while the Obama Senate offi ce has 71.
Gingrich also highlighted Gov. 
Palin’s negotiation skills in landing a deal 
to build a multibillion-dollar oil pipeline, 
a top priority for the Alaskan government 
for nearly 20 years. Palin accomplished 
this within 20 months of taking offi ce.
Gov. Palin’s work with Alaskan 
natural resources has broader implica-
tions.  According to the Center for Security 
Policy’s Frank Gaffney, Gov. Palin’s ex-
perience as an Alaskan resident and gov-
ernor gives her unique experience with an 
issue close to national security:  energy.
Because of its natural re-
sources, Alaska plays a signifi cant 
role in national energy policy. Pa-
lin formerly served on the Alaska Oil 
and Gas Conservation Commission. 
Consistent with her “inabil-
ity” to speak her own mind, Sarah Pa-
lin was unafraid to probe the ethics of 
her fellow Republicans.  She resigned 
from her position as Ethics Supervisor 
for the Alaska Oil and Gas Conserva-
tion Commission to protest the cor-
ruption of prominent Republican lead-
ers in Alaska. She subsequently fi led 
complaints against several offi cials, 
including another Oil and Gas Conser-
vation commissioner, Randy Reudrich. 
Could McCain have picked a 
more qualifi ed candidate? Of course. 
Gov. Palin’s experience does not make 
her a female Dick Cheney. However, 
we are not comparing Palin’s qualifi ca-
tions to Cheney’s, but to the experience 
of a certain audacious Illinois senator 
who is running for the presidency, not 
the vice-presidency.  The comparison 
will not favor The One.  The Obama 
campaign should not throw stones.
“I mean, it’s spectacular because I’m a big be-
liever that women can do just as great a job, if 
not better job, as guys can do.” 
Arnold Shwartzenegger, governor of California.
“This calculated, cynical ploy to pull away a 
small percentage of Hillary’s women voters 
from Barack Obama will not work. We are not 
that stupid!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!” 
Barbra Streisand, singer and actress.
“The truth is in its usual place, 
somewhere between the extremes.”
-Bernard Lewis
Comments and opinions expressed in the Viewpoints 
section do not necessarily represent the views of 
CEDARS or Cedarville University.
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-- Elisabeth Feucht  --
Staff Writer
 The men and women’s Yel-
low Jackets entered the season ranked 
in the NAIA Top 25 poll. The women 
opened their season ranked No.1 and 
have held that spot since. The men 
entered the polls ranked 10 and have 
since slid back three spots to No. 13. 
Returning for the Lady Jackets are fi ve 
of the top six runners from last year’s 
NAIA runner-up squad, including 
NAIA All-Americans Nicole Santos 
and Lydia Wong. Four seniors return 
for a fi nal season and three under-
classmen look to step up for the team. 
 “Some of the girls on the 
team and I were just talking as we 
were running about how blessed we 
are to be on this team,” said senior 
team captain Elizabeth Pyles “God 
has blessed us with a huge amount 
of talent this year, but we were talk-
ing even more about the fun we have 
together, the relationships we’ve built 
over the years, and the way we work 
together and look out for one another.” 
Pyles also added that the team’s focus 
on one another rather than on them-
selves has been a huge factor in their 
success over the past several years. 
 The men’s team this year has 
a full roster of 21 runners, includ-
ing eight freshmen. Six seniors look 
to lead the team. Head coach Paul 
Orchard returns six of his top sev-
en performers from last year’s team 
that fi nished runners-up in the AMC. 
Jud Brooker, an NCCAA All-Amer-
ican and Cedarville’s No.1 fi n-
isher in seven meets last year, will 
join other top returnees looking to 
add to their success from last year. 
 On Saturday, September 20, 
both teams faced their second race of 
the season. The men competed in the 
Friendship Invitational hosted at Ce-
darville’s Elvin R. King cross-country 
course. The Yellow Jackets won the meet 
fi nishing 6 runners in the top twelve. 
 The Lady Jackets competed 
in Kenosha, Wisconsin at the Midwest 
Collegiate Open. The women ran away 
with the meet, placing fi ve runners in 
the top seven. Next up for the Jackets 
is the second annual Cedarville Open, 
on September 27. Both teams look to 
continue their run for another chance 
at NAIA nationals. With a strong group 
of seniors on both squads and a solid 
corps of young runners, expect to see 
the teams compete for a championship. 
Women 
Lead, Men 
Follow
Ross Garrett
--Staff Writer--
 Roaring ahead, the Lady Jack-
ets  have jumped out to a 7-1 overall 
record and a 4-0 record in the AMC. 
But their male counterparts limped 
out of the starting blocks.  The Yellow 
Jackets (2-6-1 overall, 1-2-1 AMC) 
have struggled early on to put the 
ball in the back of the net.  Nonethe-
less, both teams have high aspirations 
for the remainder of their seasons.
 Coach John McGillivray re-
mains at the helm for the Lady Jackets. 
He enters his eleventh season as head 
coach for the women’s team after 24 
seasons as the men’s head coach.  “Some 
tangible outcomes would be a winning 
record, qualifying for the AMC tourna-
ment and the NCCAA regional tour-
naments, something we have not done 
for several years,” said McGillivray.
 Last season, the Lady Jack-
ets fi nished with a record of 4-12-1. 
They were a young team, hampered 
by injuries.  Already this year, they 
surpassed last season’s win total.
One reason for this vast improve-
ment is the stellar play of junior cap-
tain Kelly Wise.  In the team’s fi rst 
eight games, she scored 11 goals, 
four of them game-winners.  She re-
cently made headlines for tying the 
school record of most goals in a single 
game, netting four goals in one game 
against conference opponent Malone. 
Coach McGillivray said, “I did not re-
alize Kelly had scored four goals and 
that it tied a record until someone told 
me.  It was neat because all four were 
scored differently — one header, two 
from her feet, and one from her body, 
and several of them were created by 
her teammates giving her a good pass.”
 Coach Benson Belleman re-
turns as head men’s soccer coach for 
the eighth consecutive season.  Last 
year, he guided the team to a 7-9-3 re-
cord.  Although he said expectations 
have changed from the start, he still 
believes the Yellow Jackets can accom-
plish many of their goals for the season. 
“I thought we’d start out well, but we 
haven’t.  We’re a good team, a young 
team.  We’re still getting better each 
week, and I think we’ll be in the thick of 
it for the conference and the NCCAA.”
  He added, “The slow start 
was not expected.  If you look at the 
scores, we’ve been in a lot of one goal 
games.  We are having trouble gener-
ating offense, and we kind of underes-
timated the effect of young players.” 
The Jackets are not having trouble get-
ting shots off, with 124 shots during 
nine games — they are fi nding it diffi -
cult to score, netting only eleven goals.
 Senior captain Jason Cunning-
ham expressed sentiments similar to his 
coach.  “Well, obviously no one wants 
to start slowly like we have.  We aren’t 
concerned, though.  We’ve been play-
ing well and are confi dent in our abil-
ity to play soccer.  We’ll be fi ne and 
will fi nish strong.  We are a good team. 
Our record just doesn’t show it yet.”
continued from SHUFFLE page 10
Beschta’s enthusiasm and the knowl-
edge he has acquired from coaching 
at both the Division I and II levels.
 Dr. Allen Geist replaces Pete 
Reese as Cedarville’s athletic direc-
tor. After graduating in 1983, Geist 
served as a resident director and an 
adjunct English professor for three 
years before moving south for an 
athletic director position in Florida. 
Geist went on to serve ten years as ath-
letic director for two universities before 
returning to his alma mater in 2002. After 
serving as a professor in the sport man-
agement program, Geist was promoted 
to assistant  athletic director in Jan. 2007. 
 Reese mentored Geist for 
a year and a half, and as a result, 
Geist’s respect and admiration for 
what he did for the program is evident. 
“Anything I say wouldn’t sum it up 
well,” expresses Geist, referring to how 
Reese has built the program. “I just 
hope to build on what Callan and Reese 
have accomplished the last 47 years.”
 In an attempt to build on the 
dedication of the former athletic di-
rectors, Geist realizes that the ath-
letic department is currently “at a 
crossroads.” Several key decisions 
are weighing on the department and 
the administration, but Geist hopes 
for the best as the season continues. 
 With three vital personnel in the 
athletic department stepping down with-
in the year, the task of fi nding quality 
replacements seemed daunting. How-
ever, the department appears to have 
chosen three competent and Godly men 
to fi ll those positions for years to come. 
XC Team Ranked 
No. 1 in NAIA
Elisabeth Feucht
--Staff Writer--
“We’re still getting better 
each week and I think we’ll 
be in the thick of it for 
the conference and the 
NCCAA.”
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Crown Financial Representatives 
Speak at Cedarville
-- Kate Klein --
Staff Writer
Free Bible-based fi nancial coun-
seling is coming to Cedarville University. 
CU students will have the op-
portunity to ask fi nancial questions, at-
tend free seminars and receive advice 
about Biblical fi nancial management 
from Crown Financial Ministries on 
Oct. 24 and 25 on campus. 
The average col-
lege student graduates 
$20,000 in debt and the 
average salary she will 
earn right out of college is 
$30,000, said Jocelin Bou-
tet, Crown Financial liai-
son for the campus event.
“That’s not a good 
combination,” Boutet 
said. “The key is to un-
derstand before you get 
into debt and then plan.”
Crown Financial 
is a non-profi t organiza-
tion that teaches Biblical principles for 
money management and was formed 
eight years ago by Larry Burkett and 
Howard Dayton, both of whom spent 
many years in fi nancial ministry. 
Crown Financial is sending 
two representatives to speak in chapel, 
provide free seminars for students and 
then present evening seminars open to 
the community. Entrance to the com-
munity seminars costs $25 per ticket. 
The Crown Financial represen-
tatives, Christy Speer and Dave Scobey, 
will discuss good stewardship, budget-
ing, credit and more. The seminar ses-
sions, which will be geared towards 
college students, will cover such top-
ics as “Surviving as a 20-year-old in 
today’s economy,” “Practical Ins and 
Outs of a Spending Plan for College 
Students” and “Dealing with Debt.” 
Boutet said that Crown Finan-
cial asked some Cedarville Resident 
Advisors to ask other students for their 
top fi nancial questions so that the repre-
sentatives coming to campus would be 
better equipped to help the student body.
“We wanted to meet the needs, 
not just the perceived need,” Boutet said. 
Junior Amanda Graves, presi-
dent of the business or-
ganization Students in 
Free Enterprise (SIFE), 
said that through infor-
mal polls, she has found 
that most CU students 
do not know much 
about managing money. 
“Some peo-
ple have no idea how 
to balance a check-
book or don’t know 
what interest rates 
mean,” Graves said. 
Senior Matt 
Dearden, SGA presi-
dent, said he took a personal fi nance class 
last year and it showed him how little he 
knew personally about fi nances. “It just 
opened my eyes to how much people don’t 
know about even simple fi nancial things. 
I found out how much I didn’t know and 
then I started talking to students about 
different concepts and realized they were 
in the same boat I was in,” Dearden said. 
Jeff Guernsey, Assistant Pro-
fessor of Finance at CU, said he hopes 
the seminars will answer the press-
ing questions students might have. 
“Anybody, regardless of their 
major, is going to have to make fi nancial 
decisions, both as a student and in the 
workplace. It’s an area where we ought 
to be lifelong learners,” Guernsey said. 
“We’re responsible to be good stewards.”
The free seminars should provide 
students with general fi nancial knowledge 
so they can prepare for the future and make 
wise fi nancial decisions, Graves said. 
“We just hope to raise awareness 
on campus—how to manage today and 
once they leave college,” Graves said. 
SIFE, SGA and the Leader-
ship Institute are sponsoring the events. 
“Debt can be a real burden 
for people coming out of college,” 
said junior and SIFE member Danny 
Johnson. “Understanding fi nancial lit-
eracy is a key to living effectively.” 
To learn more about Crown 
Financial Ministries visit their website: 
www.crown.org.
Build-A-Well Aims to 
Raise $3,000
-- Sarah Jones --
Staff Writer
Americans take clean water for 
granted.  
But in the sub-Saharan village of 
Bar Idike, Uganda, it was a resource that 
was desperately needed. The village’s 
only spring was infested with leeches, 
and the solution—a well—cost money 
that the villagers did not have. In 2007, 
however, Bar Idike got its well, thanks 
to Cedarville University students who 
donated to the Build-A-Well Project. 
Now, nearly two years later, 
it’s time for CU to build another well. 
The Build-A-Well Project is 
part of the Blood: Water Mission’s 
pledge to build 1,000 wells in 1,000 
African communities. In the AIDS-
stricken African continent, clean water 
can often mean the difference between 
life and death.  By providing wells, the 
Blood: Water Mission hopes to improve 
the quality of life for African peoples. 
Build-A-Well will raise money 
for this project by sponsoring a Week 
of Sacrifi ce from Oct. 25–31. Dur-
ing this week, students will be asked 
to refrain from drinking anything but 
water. The money students would 
have spent on coffee, tea and soda 
can then be donated to Build-A-Well. 
Junior Ashley Dasuqi describes 
the Week of Sacrifi ce as a time when “stu-
dents can refl ect and become emotional-
ly involved about why they’re fasting.” 
The students of the Build-A-
Well Project will also hold Silent Cha-
pels on Oct. 10 for freshmen, sopho-
mores, juniors and seniors. “Class chapel 
costs about $100 to put on,” says Dasuqi. 
“By going acoustic for that one day, we 
can raise a lot of money for the well.” 
The students of the Build-A-
Well Project also plan to raise money 
using Zambeezi lip balm. Zambeezi lip 
balm comes from Zambia and provides 
jobs for local residents. The Zambeezi 
fundraiser will begin the last week in 
September and continue until Oct. 15. 
Students involved hope to raise 
at least $3,000 for the project, which 
is three times the sum they earned in 
2007. This does not deter Dasuqi and 
her friends, who believe the Silent 
Chapels and Zambeezi lip balm fund-
raiser will help raise their fi nal total. 
After all, Dasuqi says, “It 
only takes 300 people giving $10.”
Letter from 
the Editor
I return home almost once a month.     
Most weekends home, I sit on a small porch overlooking an emerald lake 
and watch the leaves fall from trees.  The lake is emerald, I imagine, be-
cause the subdivision authorities use too much fertilizer on the surrounding 
wildfl owers.  
Anyway, I sit on that porch with a friend, Alex, and we discuss anything 
and everything.  Sometimes we discuss politics—until Palin entered the 
presidential race, he was an avid McCain supporter—philosophy, sports, 
local restaurants, the jejune lives of our mutual high school friends, etc.  
Consider the bird’s eye view: two high school graduates, with no real direc-
tion to their lives, sitting on a dimly lit porch discussing random facets of 
society with no real way to affect it.  Pretty pathetic, right?
Not really.  
Socrates said that to know the good was to do the good.  Put another way: 
knowledge informs our approach to morality, guides us as we attempt to 
affect change in a world that desperately needs it.  
And that’s what we’d like to do with Cedars.  
Our goal is to inform you—the students, faculty, and staff at CU—so that 
you can interact with your local community in a way that matters. 
Read these articles.  Enjoy them.  But don’t treat them as if they are ran-
dom, disjunctive works of journalism completely detached from practical 
application.  Cedars—and knowledge in general—is no more important 
than your decision to use it in a way that betters our community.  
Laconically yours, 
Michael Shirzadian, 
News Editor
Editor’s Picks:
Caffeinated Product:
Bargain Deals:
You Tube Video:
College Scholarship:
Web Comic:
Dorm Toy:
Shower Shock Soap
 Who needs coffee? Get your caffeine fi x through the  
 power of osmosis. 
Woot.com
 Check daily for cheap and overstocked electronics. Not  
 just for the computer guru.
Choose Your Own You Tube Adventure
 All the fun of your favorite childhood books, without the  
 added burden of reading.
The Tall Club Scholarship
 Males 6 feet 2 inches tall and females 5 feet 10 inches  
 tall qualify for $1,000 scholarship. Height does matter.
Indexed.blogspot.com
 Math and art unite through the medium of index cards.  
 See the world through Venn diagrams and graphs. 
FunSlides Carpet Skates
 Endless hours of fun sliding through the hall dorms in  
 these slick feet accessories. Walking is so last semester.
-- Rachael Hubin --
Staff Writer
-- Amanda Roberts --
Staff Writer
A New Face on an Old Name
With paneled cathedral ceilings 
and an array of color options, the new 
found home for Cedarville’s treasured 
Beans ‘N Cream offers an ambiance for 
diligent studying 
and friendly social 
time.
The sweet 
aroma of coffee 
grounds fi lls the 
room upon enter-
ing. The neon 
words on the back 
wall menus splash 
forward, pulling 
the casual passer-
by toward the 
wooden doors. 
Classi-
cally-trimmed 
windows surround 
the establish-
ment, presenting an extremely inviting 
atmosphere. The unique vintage style 
is evident in the contrasting color pallet 
choices throughout the building. Al-
though it has moved, Beans ‘N Cream, 
in a more modernized way, clings to the 
coffee shop’s previous style—its very 
own. 
“[The decor] gives it character. 
It’s not plain, that’s for certain! It’s just 
more alive and inviting,” employee 
Zach Skrabacz, Senior at Cedar Cliff 
School said. 
This quaint coffee shop’s previ-
ous establishment, just down the block, 
was ready for expansion, Skrabacz said 
of owners Paul and Diane Copes’ deci-
sion.  The building is improved after 
several renovations and diligent design 
work completed by all involved. 
“We wanted to create a better 
atmosphere to hang out, have meetings, 
[and] study,” employee Leslie Wuenstel 
senior at Cedarville University said. 
Beans N’ Cream offers a very polite 
atmosphere providing customers with 
several places for quiet diligence, such 
as a small room on the main fl oor or 
even the balcony where lounge chairs 
present an even more inviting sitting 
area for reading or the like. 
“Our menu and everything is 
the same, just a change in atmosphere,” 
Wuenstel said. The variety of menu 
options include favorites such as freshly 
made cinnamon rolls, chocolate cake, 
muffi ns, and even baklava. 
Young’s Dairy ice cream 
is available, as well as fair 
trade coffee and tea for 
those non-coffee drinkers. 
Unlike the previ-
ous establishment, the 
new building holds a stage 
offering performance 
opportunities to anyone 
interested. They have live 
music every Friday and 
Saturday around 8:00, 
where students and towns-
people come and show 
off their talents. If anyone 
is interested, just walk 
down and give them some 
information, and you are ready for your 
debut! “We would love to have [any-
one] come in and play” Wuenstel said. 
“It’s comfortable, not stressful,” 
Skrabacz said about the atmosphere of 
the shop. If looking for a near-by place 
to cram, hop on down the road to this 
quaint coffee shop! It’s new and im-
proved, that’s for sure. 
Letter from 
the Editor
Stony Creek Stirs Up Downtown
“Art hath an enemy
 called ignorance.
     -Ben Jonson
The serenading sounds of 
Michael Bublé and Jack Johnson fl oat 
through the air thickly scented with 
coffee grounds. Steaming drinks are 
dispersed around the room as customers 
trade a few dollars for an item from the 
digital menu displayed on the computer 
screen positioned near the register.  At 
Stony Creek Roasters, the selection is 
respectable in both size and quality. The 
assorted coffee and tea beverages, hot 
chocolate, smoothies, Italians sodas and 
Italian fl oats are the main focus of the 
coffee shop, but soups, sandwiches, and 
baked goods are served as well. 
The quaint store wears an 
Americana theme. Iron stars, presiden-
tial portraits, and historic documents 
are suspended on the brown and brick 
walls. Receding shelves hold games 
and books in the back next to a cozy 
armchair.  Beside the public computer 
in the front, more shelves exhibit glass 
jars fi lled with black beans and colorful 
syrups. 
The main goal of the owners, 
Taylor Minor and family, is to develop 
a commercial coffee roasting company. 
They do not want the reputation of a 
café. Instead, the family plans for the 
shop to appear more posh as they pro-
duce high-end coffee and extend their 
own label. They import coffee beans 
from Kenya, Brazil, and Sumatra, and 
they are beginning to work directly with 
farmers. 
Minor says that their creed 
convicts them to buy only the best 
food supplies.  They hope people who 
sample their blends will exclaim in 
admiration and praise the impressive 
fl avors.  To achieve this goal, they hold 
high standards for more than just the 
coffee.  Along with the best beans, they 
purchase the best syrups as well, which 
come from France. They have even in-
stalled a state-of-the-art water fi ltration 
system to pump the purest water for 
their delectable drinks. In the process 
of perfecting their craft and testing the 
market through the store, the owners 
of Stony Creek will also be outsourc-
ing their products to businesses such as 
hotels, car dealerships, coffee houses 
and other coffee stores. 
Stony Creek Roasters is cur-
rently keeping the Cedarville commu-
nity happy, as business is sometimes too 
busy. The Minors bought the building 
earlier in the year and renovated it over 
the summer, opening on Aug. 8. Cus-
tomers keep them roasting about 1,000 
pounds of coffee beans a day. Such 
good sales will fund their expansion 
into the fi ve other storefronts that they 
own along Main Street.  Over the next 
few years, they hope to add more seat-
ing around the store and open an event 
room. 
Dearest Readers,
 I welcome you to the Arts & 
Entertainment section. Though Cedar-
ville, Ohio is not known as a bur-
geoning center for the arts, there is a 
surprisingly large variety of activities 
located within an hour’s drive from 
our campus.
 This year, I will highlight 
opportunities for you—the devoted 
Cedars follower—to participate in 
the numerous venues available in this 
glorious stretch of central Ohio. From 
Yellow Springs to Columbus, Dayton 
to Xenia, Springfi eld to Cincinnati, 
there is a plethora of entertainment 
choices to be had. 
 In order to fulfi ll this mission, 
I would like to enlist the help of you, 
the reader. I’m sure there are many 
nooks and crannies out there of which 
I have no knowledge. If you know of a 
small, out-of-the-way art event—per-
haps a local string quartet, a bookstore 
in a back alley or an outdoor Shake-
spearian interpretation—please let me 
know. 
 I hope this year will expand 
the artistic horizons of all involved 
with this section of the paper. 
Sincerely yours,
Daniel Sizemore
Photo Credit:Crystal Flippin
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Bible, Brother Yun decided to memo-
rize one chapter every day. Before 
long, he had memorized all four gos-
pels and began the book of Acts. At 
age 17, he began his fi rst ministry.
“Come and believe Jesus, and 
you will be healed!” he announced in 
the villages he visited. Many villagers 
received healing and became Christians. 
Before long, Broth-
er Yun was wanted by the police. 
“I became a wanted criminal, a 
counter-revolutionary,” he said. The po-
lice eventually caught up with him, and 
Brother Yun was imprisoned three times. 
His fi rst imprisonment was four years long. 
He had two years of freedom before go-
ing back to prison for another three years. 
Brother Yun Shares Testimony at Cedarville
-- Kelly Miller --
Staff Writer
On the evening of Tuesday, 
Sept. 16, the Jeremiah Chapel rang 
with the passionate voice of Chi-
nese pastor and evangelist Brother 
Yun and his translator Brother Ren. 
The evening 
opened with a presenta-
tion of the “Back to Je-
rusalem” vision, a move-
ment to evangelize over 
50 countries between 
China and Jerusalem that 
remain largely unreached. 
Brother Ren told 
the story about what hap-
pened when two mis-
sionaries visited one 
Chinese village. The en-
tire village, Brother Ren 
explained, was saved 
after the Communist 
Party Secretary became a 
Christian and was healed 
from terminal cancer. 
Brother Yun 
told the story of how 
he received this nick-
name— “The Heavenly 
Man”— when the police 
tortured him to fi nd out 
who he was and where 
he was from.  
 Brother Yun be-
came a Christian at age 
16, after his father re-
covered from terminal 
cancer. His mother re-
membered a few Bible 
stories that she had 
learned from Western 
missionaries, but the 
family yearned for more. 
“When Mao Tse-tung came to 
power, he expelled all the missionar-
ies,” Brother Yun explained. “We were 
hungry to know more about Jesus.”
Bibles were virtually impossible 
to obtain. Nevertheless, the young con-
vert spent 100 days praying for God to 
send him a Bible; and, according to him, 
God miraculously answered his prayer. 
Shortly after receiving the 
The third imprisonment was 
very diffi cult for Brother Yun. His 
guards crushed his legs so that he 
would never walk, and even a letter 
from 107 U.S. congresspersons could 
not free him from the security prison. 
People began to mock 
Brother Yun, and he became an-
gry with God, but God still had 
plans for Brother Yun’s life. 
“I was like a football lying 
on the fl oor with no air,” Brother 
Yun explained, but God “uses those 
who admit ‘I cannot do it.’” Broth-
er Yun said that in May of 1997, 
Jesus came into his cell and said, 
“Come in and walk out.” He then sim-
ply walked out of the prison and en-
tered a taxi waiting for him outside. 
He later gained refugee status in 
Germany, where he now lives with his 
wife and two children and works as a 
leader of the “Back to Jerusalem” move-
ment. He dreams that “one day, all Chi-
na will be called ‘the 
village of Gospel.’”
After the pro-
gram on Tuesday, 
Brother Yun signed 
copies of his two books, 
“The Heavenly Man” 
and “Living Water.” A 
large crowd of Cedar-
ville students, faculty 
and visitors turned out 
for the event, fi lling the 
fl oor of the chapel and 
spilling over into the 
balcony and the wings. 
“I was very 
impressed with the 
amount of students 
that showed up for 
[the event],” said 
senior nursing ma-
jor Alison Hatch. 
Hatch appreci-
ated the challenge of 
Brother Yun’s story. 
“I thought it was a big 
encouragement just to 
hear how he was per-
secuted and then re-
leased, and still shared 
the love of Christ 
and was a witness, 
and yet again [was] 
captured and perse-
cuted and released, 
and still continued to 
evangelize,” she said. 
Laura Parker, 
a senior nursing major, 
received a free sample of one of Brother 
Yun’s books from the CU bookstore last 
year. “I read part of one of his books, and 
it was really challenging, so I wanted to 
hear him speak,” she said. “We hear a lot 
of stories about what goes on in China, but 
it had a bigger impact to hear it fi rsthand.” 
Least of These: Jericho
-- Stephanie Devine --
Staff Writer
Since he was a little boy, Jer-
icho has only dreamed of being a rapper. 
Jericho is almost a big boy, 16, 
and there aren’t many record labels in 
lock-up. A few months ago, other lit-
tle boys with big dreams sold Jericho 
things that cost him weeks in Greene 
County Juvenile Detention Center.
That didn’t stop him.
Intensive Probationary Tutor-
ing was another opportunity to perfect 
rhymes. Time in between sentences 
was spent accumulating “hard” tattoos. 
Fairborn High School, Jericho’s 
fi rst and only stage, was placed on aca-
demic watch after No Child Left Behind 
passed in 2002; the school system earned 
an “Effective” rating only days ago. 
Sometimes Jericho rips 
out pages in his outdated sci-
ence textbooks to scrawl out lyrics.
Jericho’s jeans hang down far 
enough to show the dollar signs on his 
boxers. This doesn’t help matters with 
the angry people in his life, specifi cally 
the irate parole offi cers. Or his mother.
“My mama’s always mad 
‘bout somethin’,” he sighs. Jericho be-
moans his home life in between alge-
bra sessions to Peter, one of the few 
male constants in his life. These bi-
weekly encounters are only a momen-
tary shift in trajectory until Jericho re-
unites with friends much more “solid.”
When  Jericho gets into patterns 
of sale-dependence-probation his of-
fi cers aren’t subtle about his fate. “You 
Editor’s Note: This is the fi rst of a fi ve part series reporting on 
poverty in and around Cedarville University. These pieces are 
written in New Journalistic style, and therefore tell the stories 
of real people from a literary point of view.
have to fi nish high school. You have to 
do something with your life, Jericho.” 
Matt, Jericho’s parole offi cer, spins 
his pen with frustration and forfeit.
With little education in mi-
croeconomics, Jericho struggles with 
the concept of post-high-school fi -
nances. Matt lays out a budget for 
minimum wage workers, estimat-
ing that working even sixty hours 
a week leaves you “in the hole.” 
And forget that Xbox. 
“Dang,” Jericho mumbles. 
Unable to afford a sweet 
ride—integral to the rapper’s 
persona—Jericho settles on the 
pick in his hair for street cred. 
Jericho’s isn’t dumb, nor is 
he anywhere near college acceptance; 
but nobody seems to check on him. 
Tutor textbooks and tales of paren-
tal pressure strike him the wrong way.
He’s trying. Trying to accu-
mulate backup dancers, trying to fi g-
ure out where to put the cross he wants 
branded on his skin, trying to pass so-
cial studies and get out of remedial 
reading before his fi rst album drops.
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“My mama’s always mad 
about somethin’.”
(the) Garden Contines to
 Blossom and Grow
-- Stephanie Devine --
Staff Writer
“We don’t have any plans…
we’re just embracing and enjoying what 
we’re doing. We want people to get in-
volved in it; we don’t play just to hear 
ourselves live.”  Sage words straight 
from Daniel Zimmerman’s mouth,  as he 
was perched on a ragged armchair while 
discussing the life and times of (the) Gar-
den, everyone’s favorite campus band.
As singer/guitarist, Zimmerman 
records with Nate Schirmer (singer/
bassist), Matthew Trego (guitar) and 
Nick Lordi (drummer) as (the) Garden, 
best described as ‘indie’ or ‘experimen-
tal’ by their fans. 
While members agree that 
nobody “really knows what that [indie/
experimental] means,” the group is 
content just doing what they do well—
playing and recording in a mode that 
transcends any particular genre.
On the verge of releasing their 
fi rst EP, “Golden Sails,” the band spoke 
openly about their line-up change 
(Trego joined the group a year ago) and 
their musical trajectory since the record-
ing. “We’ve already left it behind. We 
love it [Golden Sails] and all, but that’s 
where the experimental side comes in. 
We’re constantly evolving.”
“Golden Sails” was fi rst known 
as the “Slave Set,” seven songs the 
band played for live shows. The EP 
plays straight through (without pauses 
between songs), and is described by the 
band themselves as “a fi ctional narra-
tive that runs parallel to the story of 
Israel in captivity.” 
While the band added several 
instruments to the mix for “Golden 
Sails,” they also refused many ameni-
ties exclusive to the recording studio. 
Trego reports they’re happy with the 
result, as it’s “defi nitely a live experi-
ence. We wanted to capture our raw 
sound…we didn’t want to program or 
process it.” 
Their live performances have 
gained them audiences everywhere 
from the Hive to Columbus, Cincin-
nati and several other local venues on 
a regular basis. While the band is “a 
collective of current and former Cedar-
ville students,” they desire to spread the 
Gospel in a way that’s uniquely tied to 
the music more so than the university 
itself.
“It’s like, here’s a snapshot of 
the brokenness of life, and in that there 
can be hope. We may not convey a posi-
tive message, but the human experience 
isn’t always positive,” explains Zim-
merman. 
The band looks forward to dis-
tributing “Golden Sails” in late Septem-
ber. All members anticipate the stylistic 
growth to come, as well as a number of 
local performances throughout the year.
German Village: A Walk in the Past
Let’s face it, Cedarville isn’t the 
coolest place in the world--not even close. 
In fact, this place can be downright bor-
ing, and who wants to spend their college 
years lost in a sea of homework?  Thank-
fully, there are some options away from 
campus that just might help. German Vil-
lage in Columbus offers a different ex-
perience for those dying for a day away.
German Village is a historic 
part of Columbus kept to look like it 
was during its 19th century glory when 
it was mostly inhabited by German 
settlers.  Brick streets, brick houses 
and small town shops make this a tre-
mendous place to just go take a walk. 
Hopefully, no one is so bored that 
they drive an hour for a walk, so luck-
ily, German Village has more to offer. 
 The 32-room bookstore known 
as The Book Loft is possibly the most 
impressive attraction that German Vil-
lage has to offer.   A picturesque court-
yard leads book lovers into the space-
effi cient loft where they can fi nd almost 
any book they would ever want—from 
fi ction to cook books.  The courtyard 
is fi lled with perfectly groomed fl ow-
ers and fountains that make the bench-
es a perfect spot for enjoying a book. 
For coffee lovers, there are nine 
different coffee shops and bakeries to 
choose from including Starbucks and 
Cup O’ Joe—which gives customers a 
less trendy and more laid back feel.  Even 
better than that is Schmidt’s Fudge Haus 
& Gifts, where you can watch employees 
make one of 15 different types of fudge. 
There are also other amazing chocolaty 
treats to enjoy if fudge isn’t your thing.
If the day demands that you and 
your friends be outside after getting your 
coffee or a good book, then you can take 
a stroll over to Schiller Park and check 
out the Huntington Gardens.  A brick 
walkway takes visitors through the sce-
nic landscape that fi rst opened in 1993. If 
you’re feeling more active, then the park 
-- Nick Carrington --
Staff Writer
Editor’s Note: This is the fi rst of a 
series highlighting the bustling 
metropolis of Columbus and its
surrounding neighborhoods. Stay 
tuned for reccommendations for 
weekends/dates/rendezvous/esca-
pades/etc.
“Here’s a 
snapshot of the 
brokenness of 
life, and in that, 
there can be 
hope.”
also offers  tennis courts, basketball courts 
and other space for things like Frisbee. 
Eating out with friends has 
long been a staple of a college student’s 
weekend.  Columbus has many fantastic 
restaurants, but Lindey’s in German Vil-
lage has consistently been voted as one 
of Columbus’ Top Ten Restaurants for 
18 straight years.  It offers exceptional 
American Cuisine that is a little on the 
expensive side, but good times and good 
food are priceless.  The original Max and 
Erma’s also resides in German village 
if you’re craving something familiar.
German Village provides an ex-
citing place to go that many people have 
never heard of, or know little about.  Its 
attractions are limitless for such a small 
part of a big city, and checking it out 
would defi nitely be worth your time.
We all know that technology 
is transforming the world by sucking 
certain mediums into its wake and 
leaving them altered forever. The af-
fects of technology upon communica-
tion, entertainment and economics are 
obvious, but a less-noticeable revolu-
tion has developed in the fi eld of art.
The Internet has infected the 
art world and generated several new 
hybrids of technology and creativity 
that fall under the overarching genre 
of New Media art.  These modern 
methods create art using computer, 
digital, electronic and robotic medi-
ums.  Videos, virtual reality, infor-
mation systems, computer games 
and radio are some specifi c avenues 
into which New Media art ventures. 
New Media art distinguishes 
itself by using such current cultural 
objects as opposed to the old media 
arts. When categorized as a cultural 
production, the Internet can relate 
to art as subject, medium or inspira-
tion. Into the subgenres of Internet 
art fall works such as online videos, 
networked performances and instal-
lations, code poetry, artistic websites 
and e-mail projects. As they incorpo-
rate some traditional approaches to art, 
these genres seem to extend from the 
original art disciplines. Some Internet 
art projects have mirrored conceptual 
art, pop art and performance art. How-
ever, hypertext, databases, networks 
and the theories connected with these 
have also infl uenced contemporary 
New Media art, pieces of which have 
themes like corporate parody, identity 
and surveillance. 
Net artists, those who produce 
art using technological mediums, have 
been dabbling with digital tools since 
the emergence of computers. However, 
these artists differ in their approach to 
New Media art in that some consider 
the Internet to be just one part of a 
meta-artistic system.  One Web site 
showcasing Internet art, called Histories 
of Internet Art: Factions and Fictions, 
explains, “Being a digital artist now 
means using the Net as both a composi-
tional and exhibition medium.”    
In the past, New Media art-
ists have cooperated to form groups 
promoting their progressive works, but 
some have remained independent as 
well.  Despite the efforts of indepen-
dent artists, New Media art is credited 
to the context of institutions, and some 
art schools now offer “New Media” 
majors.  As society is beginning to con-
sider New Media art as relevant in the 
context of art and technology, institu-
tions, networks, and museums are col-
laborating with artists and are display-
ing their projects.  The Guggenheim 
Museum acknowledges that the decade-
old medium of Internet art is growing 
in popularity and has added Internet art 
to its collection in hopes of appealing 
to an audience that would otherwise not 
venture into their building.
Websites such as http://net-art.
org/, http://www.whitneybiennial.com/, 
http://www.guggenheim.org/internetart/
welcome.html, and http://rhizome.org/
art/ provide some more information and 
great exhibitions on New Media art.
The Emerging Trend 
of New Media
-- Amanda Roberts--
Staff Writer
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has been growing within us for awhile.” 
The project seemed to be the 
natural next step for Legg, who gradu-
ates this coming winter. Said Legg: “The 
common trend is that people get a col-
lege degree and run off to an affl uent 
community to ‘make something of them-
selves.’ The prospect of doing this with 
my life scares the bejesus out of me.” 
Another project gaining mo-
mentum in Springfi eld comes from the 
vision of CU faculty member Dr. Joy Fa-
gan. Her outspoken passion for ministry 
to women in the city has yielded a vision 
she calls Si-Fi, which stands for “Sanc-
tifying Infl uence, Future Investments.” 
“More of a concept than an or-
ganization,” stresses Fagan, Si-Fi will 
fi nancially provide for a Godly pres-
ence in community. Those wanting to 
support Si-Fi can put money toward 
buying homes for a fairly cheap price 
and fi xing them up, thereby provid-
ing transition homes for those released 
from jail or coming out of prostitution.
Those Christians living in the 
city—Legg and his cohorts, for in-
stance—will establish and maintain 
relationships in the community. Other 
Christians can provide the resources for 
newly transformed men and women to 
assimilate into society without risking 
a slump back into unhealthy routines. 
“My role is to heighten aware-
ness and get people plugged in,” says Fa-
gan. “Women in suburban churches want 
to reach out but don’t know how. This is 
their opportunity to get involved so they 
can gain ownership and take action.” 
Both Fagan and Legg reference 
the account of Sodom found in Genesis 
18 as the model for their visions. As Abra-
ham pleaded for the sake of ten righteous 
men, God affi rmed that a sanctifying in-
fl uence in the corrupt city would preserve 
it. By inserting eight righteous people 
into Springfi eld, the dream is for the 
Body of Christ to multiply within the city, 
and in doing so, turn Sodom on its head.
Of the 65,000 people liv-
ing in Springfi eld, roughly 10,000 
live below the federal poverty 
line. Of these, 3,998 are children. 
From LEGG, page 1
-- Justin Busenitz --
Staff Writer
The Cedarville De-
bate Team will tackle the 2008-
2009 season without a coach. 
After guiding the 2007-2008 
team to a top ten fi nish in the country’s 
largest debate league, former coach 
Dr. Rebecca Sietman stepped down 
this summer. Unable to fi ll the void in 
time for the 2008-2009 season, Ce-
darville University is proceeding to 
fi eld a debate team without a coach.
“It’s an unusual setup,” says 
Mark Miller, a senior Pre-Seminary Bible 
and Philosophy major on the team, “but 
so far it’s worked well.” He attributes 
the viability of such an arrangement to 
the leadership of team captain Courtney 
Edmonds and the team’s faculty advi-
sor Professor Matthew Moore. The two 
work together to pick up the responsibili-
ties generally taken care of by the coach.
“I’m the travel planner, bud-
get manager and liaison between the 
Without Coach, CU Debate 
Team Leads Itself
administration and the team mem-
bers,” says Moore. “I’m the guy 
who knows what the team needs 
and tries to make sure they get it.” 
However, much of the rest of 
the burden falls on Edmonds, who has 
stepped up to be the team’s leader this 
year. “What she’s doing is extraordinary,” 
says Moore. “She has taken on a huge 
responsibility and done well with it.” 
When decisions need to be made, 
Edmonds communicates her thoughts 
and ideas to Moore, 
and then they work together to come up 
with a plan of action. This process holds 
Moore ultimately responsible for all 
decisions but also highlights Edmonds’ 
important role in guiding the team. 
The abundance of experience 
on the team is another factor that makes 
such an unusual setup feasible. Of this 
year’s 14 team members, 13 are re-
turning from last year’s squad. These 
returnees know how things work and 
are able to work together with other 
team members to sharpen their skills. 
“We should not fl inch from seeing what is vile and debasing. There is fi lth on the fl oor, and it must be 
scraped up with the muck-rake.”
-Theodore Roosevelt
fi elds and gardens, at least four 
private homes and one basement.
Nonstop’s relationship 
with the community is symbiotic 
by design. As if the direct assis-
tance were not enough to com-
pensate for the donated classroom 
space, Nonstop provides a full 
schedule of free lectures, forums 
and workshops—called “Nonstop 
Presents!”—open to  the  community.
All told, the unaccredited 
institution offers about 40 courses. 
Part-time students, the majority of 
students at Nonstop, pay a paltry 
$100 per credit hour. Full-time stu-
dents pay a fl at fee of $1,500 per 
semester.  The institute also allows 
students to work off tuition bills 
under the employment of Nonstop. 
A dedicated staff was 
absolutely essential for creat-
ing Nonstop, said Susan Eklund-
Leen, a member of the three-per-
son “executive collective” there. 
Nonstop started hir-
ing staff on July 25, said Ek-
lund-Leen. The last staff mem-
ber was hired August 25. 
Nonstop’s unaccredited 
status concerns some students, but 
there are several solutions. Each 
student keeps an extensive port-
folio of all educational activities 
in hopes that an accredited insti-
tution will grant transfer credits.
But Nonstop is seeking 
an allegiance with a like-minded, 
accredited institution, hoping that 
students can receive credit in that 
manner, according to Eklund-Leen.
This grassroots educa-
tional endeavor also serves anoth-
er purpose, according to Warren.
“It’s a political move-
ment. We’re recovering the idea 
that we’re not about corporate 
style education,” said Warren. 
“Most schools operate in a kind 
of top-down manner. Decision-
making is often very secretive. 
And we’re rediscovering the 
concept of making decisions 
together and not relying on an 
administration to do it for us.”
Warren explained why 
Nonstop should matter to the 
average Cedarville student.
“We seem to be very dif-
ferent on the surface, but I’ve 
seen we really enjoy learning 
from each other,” he said, citing 
instances that he has seen CU stu-
dents in his classes and involved 
in the Antioch philosophy club.
And with Nonstop’s ef-
forts to reach outside the tradi-
tional campus, Warren said, “I 
think we’ve started a new tradi-
tion that will open the door to 
more collaboration and more 
dialogue in the future, and I 
hope Cedarville is part of that.”
Nonstop’s headquarters, at 
113 E. Davis St. in Yellow Springs, 
is open to visitors weekdays. 
From ANTIOCH, page 1
“We’re basically working with-
in the structure that Dr. Sietman set,” 
Edmonds explains. But she also is quick 
to point out that outstanding debaters 
are individuals who are self-motivated 
and willing to work hard to improve 
their abilities. “Good debaters are those 
individuals who are willing to put in 
the required time and effort to make 
themselves better,” she says. “And I 
think we have that on this year’s team.”
Such dedication is a refl ection 
of the value these students 
see in the activity of debate. 
Learning to analyze argu-
ments, construct arguments 
and then communicate ideas 
clearly to others are all skills 
that team members know 
will prove benefi cial in all 
other parts of their lives. 
“Debate forces 
you to develop your abil-
ity to highlight the core is-
sue of an argument,” says 
Miller. “This skill is helpful 
in reading, writing—even 
in taking exams or par-
ticipating in an interview.”
The Cedarville De-
bate Team has steadily ad-
vanced the last several years 
under the guidance of Siet-
man. Under her leadership, 
the Cedarville Debate Team 
joined the National Parlia-
mentary Debate Association 
(NPDA) in 2003. This tran-
sition into the largest collegiate debate 
organization in the United States offered 
the team the opportunity to face some 
of the stiffest competition in the nation. 
In their fi rst year in the NPDA, 
the Cedarville Debate Team fi nished the 
2003-2004 season ranked 72 of almost 
300 member schools. The next year they 
improved signifi cantly, ending the season 
ranked 40. The last three years in par-
ticular have seen remarkable fi nishes—
14 in 2006, 11 in 2007, and 8 in 2008.
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 Katya, Makhaya, Carrol and 
Christopher share a common bond. 
Four people spread across the globe 
share their stories of living with HIV/
AIDS in the short documentary “Hope 
Positive.” 
 Throughout its 28 minute 
running time, this fi lm focuses on the 
everyday trials people living with this 
disease go through and the support 
they fi nd in their family, friends and 
God.  Though these individuals come 
from different walks of life, they are 
able to face their circumstances with 
the same resolve and inner strength. 
 Though this documentary 
inspires its viewers to become more in-
timately involved with the struggles of 
the body of Christ in every part of the 
world, it suffers from its fair share of 
artistic misfi res. The editing and music 
border on the edge of melodrama at 
certain points. The short length barely 
gives the audience time to get to know 
the people with whom they are sup-
posed to be sympathizing. 
 Acting on Aids will present 
this documentary on-campus sometime 
within the next few months. In addi-
tion to this, Christopher Yuan—one 
subject of the documentary—will 
speak at Cedarville on November 19. 
--Nick Carrington--
Staff Writer
 Welcome to Woodrow Wilson High 
in Long Beach, California, where the Rod-
ney King riots are still a vivid memory, and 
racial tensions are high.  In fact, most of Mrs. 
Gruwell’s (Hilary Swank) freshman English 
students are in different gangs separated by 
only their race and total disdain for each other. 
 No one cares much for Mrs. Gru-
well since she doesn’t understand that each 
day these kids live is a victory in and of it-
self.  They need a new understanding and a 
new perspective.  They get that perspective 
from Miep Gies, the woman who helped 
hide Anne Frank and her family from the 
Gestapo. The most infl uential thing that Mrs. 
Gruwell does is to inspire the students to tell 
their stories in journals, which would later 
be published as the Freedom Writer Diaries. 
 The movie struggles at certain 
points.  For example, racial tensions between 
students are too easily resolved.  The script 
also tries to incorporate marital problems 
between Gruwell and her husband (Patrick 
Dempsey), only giving the two a courte-
ous amount of time together on screen.
 The cast of students are excellent—
each thriving in surprising unique charac-
ters that don’t get lost in each other, despite 
their similar attitudes and actions.  The 
performance is equally as impressive from 
Swank, the two-time Oscar-winning actress. 
 “Freedom Writers” has its 
faults, and is fairly formulaic.  Howev-
er, it very well may be worth your time. 
 “Freedom Writers” will be 
showing on Oct. 5 at the Little Art The-
atre in Yellow Springs. This will be the 
fi rst fi lm in the Screenpeace 2008 series.
--Stephanie Devine--
Staff Writer
 “Solee, Solay” isn’t easy to fi nd 
in many Hebrew Bibles. It is, however, 
the fi rst phrase on “Golden Sails,” the 
debut EP and concept album from (the) 
Garden. Fortunately, what seems absurd 
quickly gains meaning when combined 
with several other outstanding elements, 
all producing an exciting and meaning-
ful introduction to the recording scene.
 Daniel Zimmerman, Matt Trego, 
Nate Schirmer and Nick Lordi use imagi-
nary phrases like “Solee” in crafting a mu-
sical, fi ctional narrative paralleling Israel’s 
captivity. The heavy emphasis on concept 
and continuity makes this an album re-
quiring some investment from the listener. 
 Of course, the group doesn’t 
disappoint once ears are lent. Surpris-
ingly mature tracks like “Subtle Swell” 
and “Meribah: and the Unleavened 
Rain” demonstrate their constant growth.
The album also makes excellent use of the 
band’s instrumental abilities, showcased 
best by “Massah: the Limestone Nile.” 
 There are several depar-
tures from their live show, but the re-
cord is refreshing in its raw qualities.
The lyrical content is one of the high-
lights. Simplistic, repetitive, and soulful, 
the sparse poetry is effective in comple-
menting the emotive instrumentals. “Is 
this what we’ve made? (Oh, my God!),” 
Zimmerman cries over and over, staying 
loyal to the narrative concept while speak-
ing truth to the contemporary listener.
 While “diversity” isn’t the al-
bum’s middle name, the overwhelming 
mastery of what they do best makes this 
a highly impressive debut from every-
one’s favorite campus band. If you en-
joy the likes of mewithoutYou, Unwed 
Sailor or As Cities Burn, sow some musi-
cal seeds in (the) Garden’s metanarrative.
--Matt Fox--
Staff Writer
 A Chinese Christian man named 
Brother Yun recently visited our campus. 
His life is one of drastic faith, suffering and 
persecution.  “The Heavenly Man” is fi lled 
with testimonies of God’s amazing power 
through the use of poor and broken Chris-
tians in China who want to see God glorifi ed. 
 Every miracle that happens in this 
book goes against basic science, pointing 
exclusively to the hand of God. Brother 
Yun’s father was cured of terminal can-
cer; he survived a 74-day fast in prison 
without food or water; he escaped from a 
maximum security prison when both of his 
legs were broken. When American Chris-
tians are confronted by the contents of 
Yun’s story, they are forced to recognize 
that God still works wonders in this world. 
 Brother Yun has seen countless mir-
acles and has received visions and dreams 
from the Lord.  He tells us God only gave him 
visions when it was something important or 
urgent that the Lord wanted to reveal to him. 
He goes on to say, “As Christians, we are not 
to live by any vision or dream; nor should 
we seek after them.  We must only live by 
the Word of God and seek the face of Jesus.”
 Those who read this book will have 
their comfortable, cultural Christianity chal-
lenged. Today, across the world, people are 
suffering for the name of Jesus, being tor-
tured and left in prison.  Are you willing to let 
your world be shaken so that you will follow 
Jesus more wholly?  If so, then read this sto-
ry about a man whose fi rst love is Jesus, and 
see how faith really does move mountains.
CEDARS encourages students to evaluate all entertainment choices carefully, considering biblical principles 
related to content and stewardship of time and money. Reviews do not imply an endorsement by either CEDARS or 
Cedarville University. Guidelines for evaluating media are provided in the Student Handbook. 
 Read It:  Heavenly Man- Brother Yun
   Rainy Day: Freedom Writers
   Be Aware: Hope Positive
Reviews
   Buy It: Golden Sails EP- Garden
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lish a well-balanced newspaper offering 
objective news on a variety of topics 
and opposing, yet equally intelligent 
opinions.
This year, expect a high quality 
publication.  Voice your opinions and 
give us your suggestions.  We look 
forward to serving you.                          
 Joshua Saunders
Cedars Managing Editor
“Every newspaper is a list of prayer requests.” 
– Hermann Groehe
14.1 Percent of Chinese-made 
pieces of apparel being sold in the Ce-
darville bookstore. 
4.2 Percent of American-made pieces 
of apparel being sold in the bookstore.
605,000 Number of jobs the U.S. 
has lost since January.
28 Number of countries the bookstore 
has clothing from, excluding the U.S., 
but including countries like Cambodia, 
Vietnam and Myanmar.
$0.20/hour: Chinese minimum 
wage. Vietnam and Bangladesh have 
even lower minimum wages.
140 Number of colleges and univer-
sities affi liated with the Worker Rights 
Consortium.  The WRC's purpose is to 
ensure that factories producing clothing 
and other goods bearing school logos 
respect the basic rights of workers.
Citations: compiled from 9/08/08 to 9/11/08 
Within caution tape, students brave windstorm in attempt to destroy Harriman’s tree. 
They were unsuccessful.
The Letter:
Welcome to Cedars.  This year, as with 
many in the past, Cedars strives to be a professional 
publication with excellent journalism.  We seek to 
provide relevant and timely news stories along with 
challenging and pertinent opinions.
And to help accomplish those goals a 
few things have changed.  First, we are currently 
revamping the website and it should be available 
soon. We hope you enjoy the new look.  As the year 
moves along, you will see more photographs, links, 
and breaking stories on our website.  
We also hope to incorporate sound and 
videos.  Secondly, some sections have 
changed.  For example, within view-
points you will fi nd a point-counterpoint 
section where writers discuss some of 
our most important and contemporary 
topics.
We hope you fi nd Cedars to be 
an informative publication that pro-
motes intelligent discussion on a variety 
of subjects from politics to sports to 
literature.  We constantly strive to pub-
Photo Credit: Joshua Saunders
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What were you 
doing during the 
windstorm?
5
When one hears the name 
Mark Twain, he or she quickly thinks 
of Huck Finn, Tom Sawyer, maybe 
even banned books. But rarely is 
his unfi nished work, “The Myste-
rious Stranger,” even mentioned. 
This story of Theodor Fis-
cher opens the eyes of the reader to 
the struggle within Twain and within 
the country during the 1850s. The-
odor, the true symbolic character of 
America in the 1850s, encounters a 
young angel in the woods; an angel 
who is the nephew and namesake of 
Satan. As Theodor and young Sa-
tan develop a friendship, Theodor 
begins to lose faith and truly be-
comes a split soul until young Sa-
tan shares a life-shaking secret with 
him. Sounds like pretty standard 
American legend. But why would I 
say that you should read this Twain 
book, even over his other better-
known novels and non-fi ction? Read on.
First, this book could be known 
as the “soul” of Mark Twain. By the end 
of the story, Theodor is left with a deci-
sion to make. What does he understand 
to be the meaning of life? This question 
so haunted Twain during his life, that 
he could not answer the question over 
the 40 years he worked on this book. 
He couldn’t decide his true thoughts on 
the afterlife, and therefore, he could not 
decide for Theodor. (Don’t worry; I’m 
not guiding you toward a book with no 
conclusion. His publisher made the deci-
sion based on where Twain was spiritu-
ally when he died.) The torn spirit within 
young Theodor depicts Twain far better 
than Huckleberry or Tom ever could. 
This torn spirit not only per-
sonifi es Twain, but also the culture of 
America in the 1850s. The religious 
“New Edenic” paradigm was giving way 
to a more rationalistic, intellectual be-
lief system. Men like Darwin and Freud 
were presenting scientifi c thoughts that 
were slowly trickling out of the higher 
educational realm into the middle and 
lower class. America as a whole was 
no longer based on faith, but was truly 
working through faith in a higher being 
and beliefs about life. Theodor perfectly 
exemplifi es the spiritual battle within 
every heart in America. Every social is-
sue that Satan reveals to Theodor depicts 
true issues of the day: the great migration 
into cities, the despicable living condi-
tions and the hypocrisy of people; you 
name the issue, it makes an appearance.
Mark Twain was able to do all 
of this without losing the creative aspect 
of a novel. He perfectly characterized 
young Satan, taking after Milton’s and 
Goethe’s images of the deceiver. The 
clever word games that Satan plays, 
the half truths he points out, the subtle 
way he pushes his beliefs on Theodor 
leaves the reader questioning if young 
Satan really is an angel or the Devil in 
a clever disguise. The interaction be-
tween Theodor and Satan leaves the 
Christian reader with a very eerie feel-
ing at the end.  Twain truly pulls the 
reader in and leaves them on the edge 
of their seat. “The Mysterious Strang-
er” is a book that can’t be ignored.
Mark Twain’s Mysterious Stranger:
A book you should have read by now-- Kimberly Bowen --
Staff Writer
While there are several honors 
and awards available to authors these 
days, the Dayton Literary Peace Prize 
claims to be “the fi rst and only annual 
U.S. Literary award recognizing the 
power of the written word to promote 
peace,” according to the award’s Web site.
This particular prize is young, 
having only been inaugurated in 2006, 
but it has already honored several people 
handsomely, as winners receive $10,000 
in cash. These winners have been writ-
ers of contemporary adult fi ction and 
non-fi ction pieces that were chosen for 
having “led readers to a better under-
standing of other cultures, peoples, re-
ligions, and political points of view.”
These winners, of course, had to 
meet the signifi cant nomination standards 
listed and upheld by the judges. Such 
qualifi cations include a central message 
of peace, enduring literary value, an ap-
peal to wide audiences and a copyright 
date within the year of the award season. 
Before the judges will even consider a 
book, it must describe within its pages 
an issue of human rights and support a 
main theme of peace that addresses a 
variety of people groups. As the prize 
promotes both peace and good literature, 
judges acknowledge works that point to-
ward peace with literary style and grace.
The Dayton Literary Peace 
Prize Organization is the product of 
the College and University Consortium 
that organizes and funds events for the 
people and the academic community 
of the greater Dayton region.  Through 
lectures, readings, writing workshops, 
and book discussion groups, the Consor-
tium hopes to provide members of the 
local schools and cities with increased 
exposure to the nominated literature.
Cedarville University will be 
hosting a student reading on Septem-
ber 23, and other local universities 
including the University of Dayton, 
Wright State University and Antioch 
McGregor University will hold read-
ings and lectures as well in late Sep-
tember. These occasions preserve the 
fellowship of the many colleges and 
universities that have collaborated to 
create the Dayton Literary Peace Prize.
The Consortium seeks to expand 
its connections to academic institutions 
across the United States and around the 
world. Along with Ohio, representatives 
for the Consortium reach Virginia, Ver-
mont, New York, Minnesota and Michi-
gan. Though the organization fi nds its 
foundations in Dayton, it defi nes the 
prize as international and offers recog-
nition to writers from around the world.
The organization supported its 
intentions with action this past year as it 
paid tribute to writers of various ethnici-
A Prize for Peaceful Words
-- Amanda Roberts --
Staff Writer
 “Everything that we need that is not love  
  or food is here in the tabloid racks.”
 -Don Delillo, White Noise
Letter from 
the Editor
see PRIZE, page 16
Dear Reader,
Welcome to The Current. 
This space will be dedicated to the incredibly broad subject of 
lifestyles, both inside and outside of the bubble. Expect creative 
pieces from students, essays on life in the Miami Valley area, 
book reviews and profi les of artists among many other things. 
Whatever interests us here at Cedars but doesn’t fi t anywhere else 
in the paper is what you’ll fi nd here.
 
This week we’re looking at literary culture, both here in the 
Dayton area and around America. We’ve got a review of Deb Olin 
Unferth’s “Vacation” as well as a new column called “Books You 
Should Have Already Read” that highlights one of Mark Twain’s 
lesser-known books.
If you have things in mind that you’d like to see covered, e-mail 
us at cedars@cedarville.edu.
Nick Erber,
Editor of The Current
-- Stephanie Devine --
StaffWriter
If you’re expecting departure 
from the harshest of everyday realities, 
“Vacation” is egregiously misleading.
What it does do is function as 
brilliant social commentary through 
a multi-faceted web of personas and 
relationships. Deb Olin Unferth’s fi rst 
novel, published in the McSweeney 
Rectangular series, uses beautifully 
succinct prose to create four distinct 
voices (and several page-long mur-
murs) in a suspenseful tale about love 
and loss in the most organic sense.
Although the novel treats 
each character with similar levels 
of third person objectivity, it would 
be easiest to understand the book as 
the story of Myers, a white-collar 
30-something who is simply a “man 
who always goes after what he can’t 
have.” Running parallel are the tales 
of Myers’s wife; Grey, her obses-
sion; and Claire, the product of Grey’s 
wife’s affair with a dolphin trainer.
Myers is caught in the mari-
See VACATION Page 16
New Book Review: 
“Vacation” by 
Deb Olin Unferth
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-- Lyndsey Gvora --
Staff Writer
They call it Mulberry House. 
It is a majestic white giant of a 
home, named for the street it inhabits. It 
has recently been acquired by a band of 
disciples from Cedarville University for 
the purpose of living together in Chris-
tian community. Their aim is to plant a 
righteous community within a broken 
neighborhood, ultimately becoming 
light to a city overrun with darkness. 
Similar to Shane Claiborne’s The 
Simple Way in Philadelphia and other 
new monastic communities surfacing all 
over the globe, the house will become a 
base of operations for its eight residents, 
who have decidedly forsaken the sta-
Mulberry House to Foster 
Community in Springfield
tus quo for a ministry-driven lifestyle. 
The home is located south of 
downtown Springfi eld, in an area where 
drugs and prostitution run rampant, 
and homelessness abounds. Unemploy-
ment and high school dropout rates 
are three times the national average.
Jack Legg, senior Comprehen-
sive Bible major and point man for the 
Mulberry House, agreed to speak with 
Cedars about his vision for the proj-
ect. “Our intent is to become part of an 
overall larger movement that is taking 
place within Springfi eld,” said Legg. 
“The idea is not to ignore the efforts al-
ready in place, but to supplement them.” 
The residents of Mulberry 
House will invest themselves into lo-
cal ministries presently operating in 
the neighborhood, such as Urban Light, 
Changing Lives Now and CitiLook-
out. In addition, they will revive the 
long-forgotten art of hospitality, reach-
ing out to neighbors by throwing bar-
becues, block parties and scheming up 
“all sorts of imaginative undertakings.” 
The plan is to meet unbridled hostility 
with home-grown Christian hospitality.
Or, as Legg put it, “Just go 
live there and see what happens.”
The group plans to move into 
Mulberry House in December, making 
renovations to the home in the mean-
time. They have agreed to live simply by 
sharing resources. “There are a lot of us 
who’ve had this unifi ed vision for a long 
time,” Legg said. “It’s something that 
see LEGG , page 3
-- Brandon Smith --
Staff Writer
A ghostly remnant of the once-
mighty Antioch College is now tacked 
to the wall inside the headquarters of 
its miniature spinoff, Nonstop Lib-
eral Arts Institute. It is a washed-out 
grey photocopy of an eBay listing for 
a bottle of water with an Antioch Col-
lege label, the auction long since ended.
Abandoned, Nonstop Keeps Spirit of Antioch Alive
The now-closed institution, 
which existed fairly uninterrupted in 
nearby Yellow Springs since 1852, 
has not seen its last days, however.
Something of a national edu-
cational anomaly is occurring in Yel-
low Springs, said Scott Warren, a for-
mer philosophy professor at Antioch 
College and a current professor at the 
new Nonstop Liberal Arts Institute.
“I think it’s actually a histo-
ry-making event,” said Warren. “The 
closing of the college kind of liber-
ated the faculty to ask ourselves what 
we really do in higher education.”
About half of Antioch Col-
lege’s full-time professors have returned 
to teach this fall at Nonstop, as it has 
come to be known in Yellow Springs.
“It’s not about the buildings 
or about extravagant football stadiums 
and state-of-the-art computer labs; it’s 
about relationships,” he said. “We’ve 
rediscovered that essence of educa-
tion that really traces back to Socrates.”
“We can teach anywhere; 
we can learn anywhere,” he said.
And that is what the 18 faculty 
members and 60-or-so students are do-
ing. Nonstop has rented a house near 
the abandoned college campus to use as 
an administrative headquarters. But the 
classroom spaces are all in the commu-
nity: Presbyterian and Methodist church-
es, the John Bryan Community Center 
and local government building, local 
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ties. The 2008 Fiction Winner was 
Junot Diaz, the Dominican-Ameri-
can author of “The Brief Wondrous 
Life of Oscar Wao,” which portrays 
the experiences of an American im-
migrant. Haitian-American Edwidge 
Danticat won the non-fi ction award 
for her book “Brother, I’m Dying” 
that recounts the struggles of her fam-
ily’s move to America. This year, the 
organization also presented a Lifetime 
Achievement award to American au-
thor and historian Taylor Branch for 
his trilogy on Martin Luther King, 
Jr. and the civil rights movement, 
which sustains the Dayton Literary 
Peace Prize’s sponsorship of peace.
See the Dayton Liter-
ary Peace Prize schedule for 
information on area events.
from PRIZE, page 15
tal process known as “separation,” and seeks 
revenge on the man he holds responsible for 
his wife’s detached, dispassionate attitude to-
wards their marriage: Grey. Unfortunately, 
Grey is ignorant to his portending guilt, as 
well as many other factors that paint him as 
a terribly sympathetic character to the end.
 Myers’s wife gains her own voice as the 
story continues, and her confessions only increase 
the emotional turmoil as the plot unfolds. Claire, 
meanwhile, seeks to reconcile her jaded child-
hood through a small peek into her mother’s life.
All these seemingly disjointed narra-
tives make for a convicting series of observa-
tions, personal dilemmas and plot complications 
that center much more on the characters than on 
the mystery and resolution itself. Travel (and 
more specifi cally, escape) becomes a central 
theme in all four stories, and Unferth is mas-
from VACATION, page 15
-- Erin Hayes --
Staff Writer
Regrettably, Cedarville stu-
dents most often venture to Yellow 
Springs in an effort to catch a glimpse 
of Dave Chapelle. While wandering 
the streets with their eyes peeled for 
a Chapelle-sighting, many miss the 
great restaurants and businesses that 
fi ll Yellow Springs. New to this eclec-
tic mix of businesses is Williams, a 
Peruvian-American restaurant. Lo-
cated just off of the main street, Wil-
liams is an unassuming place, its 
exterior overshadowed by the large 
knitted light post and peace signs right 
outside of the front door. Those who 
make it past the post and into the res-
taurant, however, will be pleasantly 
surprised by the good food inside.
Williams, on the surface, 
isn’t very aesthetically pleasing. The 
dining room is small, holding only a 
handful of tables. The décor is con-
Restaurant Review: Williams
fusing for a place that offers Peruvian 
food; photographs and posters from 
Europe and paintings of the Southwest 
United States cover the walls. The mu-
sic doesn’t mesh well with the Peruvian 
theme—it was a varied mix consisting 
of Death Cab for Cutie, loud tango mu-
sic and soft elevator music. Confusing 
decorations and music created an inco-
hesive atmosphere: however, the Wil-
liams staff’s effi cient service compen-
sated for the inconsistent dining room.
Williams is obviously family 
owned, and the staff tries to include pa-
trons in this family experience through 
fast and friendly service. As soon as I 
sat down at my table, a server came over 
and started chatting, all the while giving 
me several different drink options. She 
willingly explained the menu and waited 
patiently as I looked through the menu. 
The menu itself isn’t extensive 
at Williams, but each option sounded 
appetizing. During my visit, my din-
ing companion and I tried the pollada, 
marinated chicken on skewers, served 
with a side of potatoes and a house 
salad, and the lomo saltado, marinated 
beef tips over french fries. Many items 
on the menu combine Peruvian ingredi-
ents and spices with American staples 
like fries or a salad, but some are very 
simple like the penne pasta with mush-
rooms. Most meals cost ten dollars, so 
my meal cost more than fare from col-
lege haunts like Chipotle or Panera, 
but the service and non-typical college 
food made the extra dollars worthwhile.
Even though the food at Wil-
liams is more expensive than an aver-
age meal for college students, Cedar-
ville students should make the trip to 
Williams. The atmosphere of a town 
instead of the commercial clutter of The 
Greene or Beavercreek mall is refresh-
ing. Students should also relish the op-
portunity to eat food they can’t order at 
every major food chain across the na-
tion.  Williams is well worth any extra 
dollars, and it is much more satisfying 
than a mundane Chapelle-sighting quest.
terful in her use of imagery to bring the 
characters closer and closer throughout. 
Cold, straightforward diction 
and disturbingly objective descriptions 
make the tone compelling, perhaps ad-
dicting. Unferth offers a new fl avor to 
the contemporary novel, particular-
ly that of the middle-class love story. 
The only notable complaint is that 
Unferth’s characters often seem to border 
on miserable self-pity. Fortunately, there’s 
something in her tone that keeps you 
reading; something in her prose engages 
you on a level that makes you squirm.
Not a beach read, but one well worth 
the sleepless nights of page turning and soul 
searching that await you. Not fl awless, but 
three hearty cheers to Deb Olin Unferth for 
a highly enjoyable book, an important lit-
erary contribution and a meaningful debut.
Fables
By Nate Schirmer &
Daniel Eugene Zimmerman
